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uV LORD, e 1-5bat Blue: 
EE. 5 8. 1 may introduce, under hs 

immediate Thelter of your name, to 
pub obſervation, the ſucceeding Ma- 
nual, being an attempt to pleaſe and 
benefit the Rifing Terr 
| benevolence, I date perſuade myſelf, 
will not conſider it with lefs regard, 
becauſe the objects i it pretends to teach, 
are of a very tender age. Your Lord- 
ſhip has too real u ſdlicitude for all the 
ſouls committed tb your care, that the 
inſtruction of thoſe little ones, who will 
in future time be men or women, if 

God's providence but ſpares them, 
ſhould be unimportant to you. I could 
wiſh indeed, that as the object of this 


| ration. Ver oy 


publication i is fo noble, my. abilities bad 


8 ” been 


„  %@G | 
4 


been adapted to it; as it is, it needs 
® the benefit of ſome great name, with 
which your Public character ſupplied 
me. Condeſcend to pardon then the 
freedom I have taken, and accept this 
tribute of reſpe& from one who never 
could indeed aſpire to ſuch an honour 
as the circumſtance of being known in 
any manner to your Lordſhip, but who 
formerly received his ordination from 
the hands of your diſtinguiſhed prede- 
ceſſor, in the ſee to which God's pro- 
vidence has called you. I inſcribe my- 
ſelf, with great reſpect, | 
C 5: 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obiliiene; 
Adutiful, and humble ſervant, 


MARK en MEILAN. 
. We ofminſter, 55 | 9 3 
W 1 vie 1 789. : 


HE author of che FR Wn tracts 


ſubmits them to the candor of the 
public and his friends, with all humility. 
He cannot but be ſenſible of their de- 
fects. The motive, notwithſtanding, 
that induced him to compoſe them, he 
perſuades himſelf, is laudable. They 
are not written for the eye of criticiſm ; 3 
upon which account, he hopes the 
errors in them will be overlooked by 
thoſe who have already patronized him 
much beyond his inſufficient merits. 


To their kind conſidexation he ſubmits 0 


himſelf, whoſe condeſcending aid, he 
hopes, will be extended to him as to one, 
who though. he does not write for bread, 


| yet 
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yet withes by his labour to encreafe the. 


means with which God's. providence 


has furniſhed him for the ſubſiſtence of: 


a family by no means ſmall. It is a con - 


ſolation to him, that his pen has never 
been employed to hurt a ſingle indivi- 


dual; and his publication will, he 


* hopes, be favourably looked on by 


thoſe parents who conſider the! improve- = 
ment of their little ones in virtue, as a 


matter of the greateſt conſequence. As? 


one engaged in the profeſſion of a 
teacher, he has ſpent his life, as he may 


ſay, with children, and had many op- 


portunities of noticing their different. 


diſpoſitions. Children naturally love to- 
read. This love, a world of writers 


have aſſay ed to Satie and hence that 


inundation of ſuch wotks as have for 
many years been pouring in upon us. He 


intends not to depreciate their merits 4 
many of them, in their kind, are ex- 
cellent; but ſtill they are no more than. 
fiction. May not then the truths,” con-- 

| tained; 


fained in theſe an continent 
them? Reputable people always take 
their children. with. them, when they. 
g to public worſhip; but the exhor- 
tations there delivered to that portion 
of the congregation who are come t-—{ 0 
years of reaſon and reflexion, cannot 1 
certainly be underſtood by them; ang 
if they could, can ſcarce be reliſhed.  _ 
they want ſomething, to delight che bo 
fancy, and ſo fix their volatility. How. - 
* far theſe Sermons, which: are meant 
for Parents, governeſſes, friends, or 
tutors to read over to them, when 
at. home, will. e ſuch a purpoſe, 
muſt be left » their deciſion. 
Should the CE take. upon him. 
to determine ſuch a. queſtion, it 5 
would ſeem, an. arrogance, (at leaſt he: „ 
| thinks ſo) of ſuch nature, that the cat 
dour of his readers ſhould. not be ex 
pected to forgive it. Some may very 
Ukely ſay, that many paſſages in all 
theſe Sermons are above the compre- 
WR : benſion: 


$8" 4 


into boarding ſchools and private 


ſcurity. He therefore hopes fincerely, 
that the public will approve a work 


EY 


kenf on I”, thoſe” little ones they were 
compoſed for. Doubtleſs there are many 
that would ſeem in ſome ſort darx; 
but then the author judges, that theſe 
Sermons, ſhould they gain admiſſion 


houſes, will be generally read to 


thoſe they are deſigned to teach, 


and then the benefit of accent, tone, 
and emphaſis will obviate all ob- 


that has not been compofed withour 

a deal of labour on the author's 
part; and if they think it meritorious, 
he requeſts the benefit and honour of 


their good report, to ſuch as may be- 


nevolently wiſh to imitate their kind 


example, in ſubſcribing to it. Their 5 


aſſiſtance may contribute to bis hap- 
pineſs, when Time, (if Providence 
ſhould ſpare him), has brought down 
the ſtrength eſſential to ſupport the toil 
of that profeſſion God firſt called him 


to, 


5 


185 and When of Suze he will b e in- 
capacitated from inſtructing any more. 
The favours of his friends, with in- 
timation of ſuch gentlemen or ladies as 
defire to have the work, may be di- 
rected to him, at his houſe, as under- 

written, or to either of the publiſhers. 
There can be no neceſſity for lengthening 
out this preface. He concludes with 
wiſhing every reader of his publication 
health and happineſs; and to his boun- 
tiful ſubſcribers in particular; a liſt of 
whom will be inſerted in the third and 
final volume: he returns his cordial 
thanks for all the favours ſhewn him, 

and ſhall ever recolle& them with re- 
” * and | gratizude, as they deſerve. 


MAM. 


Dartmouth-Street, 
Jan. 1ft, 1789. 
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Train up a child 7 in : the way he 


' when he.is old, he will not 


4233 4 „ OT 


> 
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es, every thing i is imitation 5 and the 
tendereſt years, and conſequentiy 
prehenſion, has ſufficient underſtanding to 
ceive the meaning of the nd ſee the 
thereof. In all the arts you learn, it wi 
itation only; or, to call it by the other name 
Vor. III. 


ight well lay: ſo, dear Une 


e ine mentioned, E e A 
make you perfect. In the buſineſs of the needle, 
of che pen or pencil, you muſt know, without 
our intimation, that your little hands, by fre- 


quently employing thoſe three inſtruments, and 
by no other method, will, at laſt, obtain you 


a dexterity and ſkill in uſing them. In muſic, 
what but the repeated exereiſe you give your 
| Little fingers on the keys or chords, can qualify 
you In the faſhionable-recreation of the dance, 
what but the frequent motion of your little feet 
will give you grace and dignity? In theſe it can 
de nothing but a cloſe attention to your teachers, 
with the frequent imitation of whatever they 
may do, by way of pattern or example, that 
muſt tend to your improvement, and complete 
the man or woman; ſuch as we preſume you 
will be found, on coming forth i into the world: 
ant] in the-languages, what progreſs would you 
make, or, to employ a more expreflive word, 
What readineſs would you acquire, but for the 
conſtant practice of your little tongues, while 
| ſpeaking to each other in thoſe 1 
| which is a work not leſs, but even ore eſſen- 

tial than the Rudy: of their ro grammar- 
rules?:? BE BL TO 


8 to arts and virtue? No one, poſſibly can make 


o A rubra EDUCATION. " 1 


11 80 Vkewiſe in the ſci 
chat ſcience, way: pareng; * 0 , 
CO oe SEC 1 
preſerve you in that ſweet e See e 
te ornament and privilege of childhood ;—imi- 


c "of daten: in | 


tation only, little friends, pany der che love'cof os 


God and man habitual to you. And if fo, 
how eaſy will it be for you, and others in your 
ſituation, while you paſs ſome portion of the 
ſpring-tide of your being in the acquiſition of 
ſuch arts as conſtitute the man of learning, or 
well educated woman—eafy we repeat, to gain 
thofe more exalted arts that make a virt ous 
charaQer, aduteous child, a kind relation, a good | 
parent, a compaſſionating friend in this world, 
and, of courſe, an heir to everlaſting happineſs - 
in heaven? We ſay again, how eaſy will it be 

for you, and others i in your ſituation, to adopt 
that imitation which alone can train the child 


_ proviſion for his preſent happineſs, or that 
which he would wiſh 1 ee future, by a 
up! ſo eafy or infallible. 
For ever bear in mind: ow Aebi of So- 
lomon, who counſels thoſe entruſted with the 
care of n to train them ** in fuch a way 


as they ſhould go, becauſe the conſequence. will 
be, that when grown old, they will not leave 

it. Let this admonition be at all times preſent 

to your little minds; and that, on your part, 
no obſtruction may impede its operation to your 
benefit, ſubmit, with chearfulneſs, to everyß 
taſk your teachers lay upon you. They deſerve 
it; for the buſineſs of inſtruction is an arduous 
one, even when they have to work upon the 
happieſt diſpoſitions, - And ho various too 
are not their duties; to attend not only on the 
ornamental province of your education, but in- 
ſtruct you in the rules of Chriſtian wiſdom, in 
the abſolute neceſſity you all are under of re- 
turning, as it were, to the Almighty i in your 
gratitude, what every day you are receiving 
from his fatherly and overflowing goodneſs, 
The reſult of ſuch diſcreet. inſtruction will be 
this; that your enjoyments, in a ſtate of man 
or womanhood, will not conſiſt in that ſupe- 5 
rior fortune you may poſſibly be born to; for in 


that caſe, few, compared with the amazing 5 


multitude of men, would be reſerved to any ſpe- 
cies of enjoyments ; but in contemplations "oY 
the good you do your fellow creatures, be it 
great or little; ſo that all, in this{particules; - 


are on A level with you ; ſince you know the 
_ 5 | widow's | 
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| * once —— chat happy 3 
you let not in the ſequel your good principles 
decome corrupted by the poiſon of the world, 
how truly enviable will not your condition be 
acknowledged Thoſe who, as the text expreſſes 
it, have thus been early trained to -goodneſs, 
will not, when grown old, be liable to quit it. 
Nor is this the whole; for with What liberty | 
nnd pleaſure will they not purſue their way to 
heaven! The rules of temperance and modera- 
tion will not, in the leaſt, reſtrain them. They 
will ſerve the Almighty from a docile inclina- 
diſapproves of, 3 it vin be | repreſſed imme. 
_ 155 
. But on the 5 EY Jens: Nile . 
5 this will not be the lot of thoſe who have not 
known the blefling of a virtuous education in 
their infancy; or have neglected it: for if, when 
come to their maturity, they ſhould. be happily _ 
diſpoſed towards righteouſneſs, what thorns will 
they not find obſtruct the path-way ante lich 
they enter! What à multitude of enemies to- 
their ſalvation will they not be forced to combat! 
| They will have a formidable band of paſſions to 
i engage with, prejudices to encounter, vices to. 
eradicate 


we have to ſay, chat as 
duty to remember your 
of youth, for the attainment of eternal hap 
neſs, ſo too nother ſpecies 
brance neceffary for your co 
in the world, when you are men 
what we mean is, tl attainment | 
ral arts in human learning you 


not any one 
op am rich; and when 
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| text himſelf; the way a child 
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te egg I, 


wien we ſhew it in a way $i perfectly evin 
ſiſtent with our calling and profeſſion? - Can a 
man of common feelings be infenſible of the 
affection children are, or ſhould be viewed with? 
For, in God's name, what can be more lovely 
than thoſe tender buds of human nature? Chil- 
dxen are like riſing ſuns, that cheriſh or de. 
1 without offending, in their infancy 
at leaſt, or dazzling its The parent thinks be 
ſees in their complacent countenance an earneſt 

of his future happineſs in having fuch a heri- 
tage, and eaſily perſuades himſelf he can diſ- 
cern, in all their little actions, the foundation 
of his hopes reſpecting their docility : this feel- 
ing of the parent is not only hir, but common 
to the reſt of men, in whom the pleadings of 
humanity and nature muſt be heard for little 
ones, than whom there canfiot be more amia- 
ble objects. In matuter life indeed, they may 
inſpire beholders with reſpect, but in the time 
of childhood, when their features are fuffuſed - 
with itinocerice and fweetneſs; and theif tender 
minds or underſtandings open to the voice of 
truth, they make impreſſions of affection on the 
hearts of ſuch as have continual opportunities of 
being near them; and more ſo, upon the hearts 
_ of _ * their education truſted to them . 
their 


9 2 x W 
* a * E 
Rn eh kl 9 * 1 2 7 R 
FO : * 
* * 8 > . * * 1 "ie 
N 9 # 3 4 #- a 
{RISE N f 388; 2 a 
Co * ME 7 * . 8 : 
ERS . * 4 pA & - 7 
* ö 825 55 5 : 
= v7 i F * - - 
2 4 * — 
o = h 4 by! 
8 


. 
ſtrumental to the happineſs their pupils wil 
themſelves enjoy, if Providence aſſiſts their lau- 
dable endeavours, and which happineſs they 


win rs 4 oſs: een to do 


© N 10 © N 
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Abe 6 ones, eee eee 
ates: we feel within us? Theſe emotions of 
affection for the riſing generation; dogs: youu” 
preacher every day experience in his boſom; 
and the experience of it makes all bak: 
round. about him. "Thanks to ſo endearing a 
| ſociety, he hab auch all the little croſſes and 
anxieties that generally are attendant on the 


happieſt life; and thanks to Providence, he has 
not been reſerved to ſuffer any of this Hfe's cala- 


mities. He thought it not improper te inform = 
his little friends thus far, that they 5 
the character and 2 4 of the perfon who has 
undertaken to inſtrp& them in the Sermons 
that compoſe chis ae with his right to 
offer them inſtruction. His affeQian is his 
right to ſuch conduct. Take then the inſtruc- 


tion he attempts to give you | in good part. He 
uſes nothing but the voice of calm erty 
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He is come — 
to intimidate or awe you.” ; 
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n with ; namely, that from imitation, not 
e alone in human knowledge, but in heaven 
wiſdom alfo, we arrive at excellence. The : 


proper way, redound to your 
à life of virtue will become habitual 6 10 you. 
May the truths you have at 
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; + that: is without God's grace, ac- | 
* D compliſh, let us pray in your behalf to HI 


5 who is the giver of | 
; the bleſſing of thy grace and fayour;, let 
up ſafe beneath the wing of thy pro- 
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© While oer children! ave no friend 
Their infant minds to train 


1e, as they are, to lye, cheat, thieve,” 


| And take thy name in rain? 5 


1 


Sate here, from fuch 5 TRA we 
May virtue's path-way take; 

| And every day, in learning too, 
Some further progreſs make. 


Then let that body, Which with clothes | 
Thou cover'ſt from the air, 

And daily feed'ſt with large ſupplies | 
Of ſuch refreſhing fare, 1 1 


This, fy that mind which af thy lore 


May hourly knowledge gain, 
Let both, uniting in thy praiſe,, | 


Pour out their grateful ſtrain. 


Lord. bleſs our parents; may thy greed. 
Safe lead their ſteps life through; 

And when they die,. —in other worlds 
May they be * MA | 
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in act of the woman -our firſt mother's 
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„ bl been me ruin of -mankird, "ſhould after- 
wards" bring forth a ſon to make ent for 
mankind. This Saviour is that jeſus mention- | 
ed in the text, who by his death was to efface 
the Gns of all men living in the world before his 
time, that ſhould be inwardly 7 perſuaded ſuch a 
Saviour would at laſt appear, and live accord- 
ingly ; as well as all men living after his ap- 
pearance in the fleſh, that ſhould acknowledge 

him the Saviour, and direct their life and con- 
duct, like = 3 8 t ac- 
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Adam and his ſpouſe,” than all the miſerable. 
conſequences of that ſin they had themſelves 
committed againſt God, appeared; their elder 
ſon, when they had only two, conteiving in 
his heart the horrible deſign of killing bien 
happy brother, —a deſign which he effected. 
Judge, dear little ones, of their afflicted pa- 
rents feelings by the ſtate, i In Whicr yours cer- 
mainly would: be, if any one ere * 
to kill your brother or your: ſiſter. 
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But FRY * children, was the wickedneſs 
ef; that all the dreadful conſequences of the 
flood were ſoon. forgot, and ſin increaſed as 
much as formerly. God ſaw. this progreſs of 
iniquity, but bearing conſtantly in mind the 
promiſe of a Saviour he had made mankind, 
now ſet about preparing for the great event. 
Four hundred years had paſſed ere time 
ſince the flood, when God determined to ſelect 
a nation, who ſhould ſerve him; 1 as found 
r of this nation, he was pleaſed to fix upon 


| to his intent of ſacrificing Iſaac, his own 
on, 1 doubt not you have read or heard related. 
Abraham, therefore, by the ſpecial will of the 
| Almighty, fd his dwelling in the land of 
Canaan, which was p ome: to n with ho 
| this additionally glorious circumftance, that 
from his loins, in future, een that 
Saviour by whoſe means mankind were to be 
bleſſed. ” 
—— ph 
rate from the reſt of men, he ordered circumci- 
ſion; and two hundred years, or nearly after, 
Joſeph, Jacob's ſon was born; which Jacob, 
ſome of you may know, was Abraham's grand 
child. oſeph got the hatred of his brothers, 
wha 


at Abraham, whoſe affecting ſtory, with res 
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BD) F , at f up the corn; 1 in 5 hs 
mine, t e might be no want: but God was 


half another paſſed away, vr 
there arofe à k - in Egypt who oppreſſed the 


Jef 8 e ieee come. 
by this time had increaſed farprifngty;and 
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that Canaan he had prom romiſed he — > 
the ſeed of Abraham; ; and by — 
had been ſaved from dei | wning, did he bring hem 
out; firſt viſiting, however, the 

x io would not pon rate om | 
40 e., and i 


From he | uren forward, be 
fed by God with manna for the ſpace of 
years, till th had gained the borders of the 2 
Promiſed country. In the of thaſs . 
years, God gave them his cc mim 
out in ſtone. On their arrival in ; the had of 
_ Canaan, they had many wars to 
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greatneſs i in the world, a man of little m ati. 
on with reſpect to wealth, but of a virtuous life, 
called Joſeph, who was, notwithſtanding, lineal- . 
17 ſprung from David; and this Joſeph, near 
about the time when J eſus ſhould: be born, had 
married a young woman of the greateſt charac- 
ter fot virtue and integrity, whoſe name was 
Mary ; 3 but before they came together, God dif: 
patched his angel to admoniſnh Joſeph in a dream 
that Mary had been ſome time pregnant by the 
operation of his holy ſpirit, andſhould ſoon bring 2 
forth a ſon, as mentioned in the text. All his 
was at its proper time - accompliſhed ; and the 
ſon of God appeared among us, ſprung, as juſt 5 
no intimated, of a virgin, who, as well as | 
Joſeph, that had married her, was very poor. 
The Saviour then, as it appears, was born in 
poverty; and from this circumſtance, wre take 
occaſion, having got thus far with our diſcourſe 15 
which has been nothing but a ſort of hiſtory, to 


give you ſome inſtruction, little friends, upon 5 


che benefit you are to draw from contemplating 

on the birth of Jeſus A 

le was, as we have faid already, born i . 

r and as in thoſe diſcourſes, we have 

drawn you up for what is called Good Friday, 

You" will fee he ein ved in poverty. 
Such 


„ * 7 
2 
1 
4 


life might be a 3 n as well 
as ane ee eee, imitate; 


mag. BY E032 eee CS Ea bn n 12990 of 
This pattern therefore ee dear diſciples; 
Can you poſſibly have one more glorious or ef- 
fectual than that furni ffied hy the ſon of God, 5 
in his obedience to, and abſolute de 
his heavenly father? We might here, without 
the leaſt degree of impropriety, go on to teach 
you how, from his example, you might frame 
your own obedience to, and abſolute dependance 
on, this heavenly father; but we chuſe at pre- 
ſent, to ſelect ſuch arguments as may 
to make you rather better children, than good 
more caſily diſcharge your duty as goad-chriſ- 
| Hans; or, in other words, you will aſcend from 


| that degree of love which cannot but inſpire. . 


obedience and dependance, from that love, we 
ſay, you entertain within you for an earthly 
. whom you ſee continually, to chat love 
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ion we would teach you, is a 
1 neceſſary, and a highly: 
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5 „that to be obedient and dependant on 8 


5 


wart your inclination, and 
vou would not like to do, ye 


them, you muſt 
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that the laws of nature, as juſt now we mentie. 


ould. be all inverted while. te put you 


ina proper; ſituation, for obedience. and depend—- 

ance, it is barely neceſſary that your inelina- 

tion, as we likewiſe juſt no mentioned, ſhould. 
be thwarted; Which then is the greater dif- i 


culty? To obtain an anſwer to: this queſt 


aſk yourſelves. Suppoſe, however, t 


greater difficulty lies with Jou, which is d no 
means true, and chat to thwart your inelinations 


is a grievous violence impoſed upon you are 


you yet to know, dear children, that thoſe in- 
clinations, if not thwarted hy your parents, go- 
verneſs, or tutor, would become your. tyrants? 
Miſerable little ones! what would become of 
| you, without controul? Vou muſt be under 
the direction and reſtraint of ſome ſuperior, 


otherwiſe your youthful pleafures would becom | 


fo many. torments. In a word, no tyrant/ 
would be half ſo. domineering as yourſelves. 

From ſuch harſh tyranny, there can be nothhg 
ſave obedience to; and abſolute dependancy' on, 
your parents, comprehending: thoſe they haue 
appointed, to direct you, that can ſet your heart 
and underſtanding free. Yield, therefore to h 
. JJ 


4 
J. BY 


_ + SERMON I, 
.precepts that inculcate · ſuch obedience ani 4. 
— for to do ſo, is A. highly neceſfary 
But*this highly n en en- 
courage you to be obſervant of that duty. The 
neeeſſity, you may indeed be well aware of, 
and conſider it an iron chain. What, therefore, 
it · we ſeek to draw you, in the next place, by a 
golden chain; the idea of that glory, ſuch a 
duty comprehends, -and ſtrenuouſſy aſſert, that 
nothing in the world can be more glorious tan 
-obedience to, and abſolute dependance on, your 
parents? And why fo? Becauſe no leſs a perſon 
than the ſon of God himſelf, gave proof of his 
obedience and dependance. You then, children 
more remarkable than your companions for the 
opulence and Elevation of thoſe parents you 
are come of, we affectionately call upon you te 
\ \, conſider ſeriouſly the ſpirit of this truth, that no- 
thing in itſelf can be ſo glorious, -as to hold, 
Bineath your parents, that ſubordinate, or lower 
plae by nature meant you, namely, that of chil- 
dreni, They who ſhould miſtake that place, 
would like the prodigal, by Jeſus mentioned in 
the partble, do nothing but bring down upon 
themſelves the ruin and confuſion they deſerv- 
ed. And. _ the _— * thoſe unthinking - 
* N. children 


rents has in ſome ſort authoriſed to ay, give me | 
the portion of thoſe goods belonging to me; but 
who afterwards are brought by their unnatural 
conduct to cry out: hr many ſervants of my 
father have more bread than they ce can _ while ! 
am periſhing for want! © 
Oh! the abundant foreſight of God's wiſdom? 
for, dear children, who would have imagined, 4 
that in days ſo ancient and remote as thoſe of 
the creation, when his mercy promiſed a re- 
deemer, — ho would have imagined, we re- 
peat, that ſuch redeemer, by his coming, would 
ſupply you with a model of behaviour towards 
your parents? It is, notwithſtanding, ſo. Pur- 
ſie it therefore; and may God, by whoſe myſ- 
_ terious providence it came to pals that our re- 
deemer, in his infant days, and even at the time 
he came into the world, did good by that exam— 
ple he afforded, may that God enable you fo to 


avail yourſelf thereof, that your firſt youth, alt 


leaſt, may be productive of delight and ſatisfac - 
tion to your parents, while the youth of many, 
too, too many, cauſes miſery to theirs. e 
Fou, as he approved himſelf, be ſubject to 
them; and at length, if in the days of their 85 
. an, „n, | 
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ernten Hs 
may you haſte to their afiſtance, as de 
good n and good chriſtians. Be it . 


THE HYMN. 


| LORD; when this uniwerſe began, 

And thy almighty power fram d man, 
From fin was he created free, 

And meant for happineſs and thee: = - 
But ſoon, from happineſs he fel 
And thee, into the depths of hell. 


Yet, notwithſtandi ng this Ms. 
Thy love, not leſs than pow'r immenſe, | 
In pity of his ſtate forlorn, 
Decreed a Saviour ſhould be born 

. Of human loins; thine only ſon, 

To ſuffer for what man had done. 


To ſuffer life's worſt ills, that we, 

From fin, ſo graciouſly et free, Oe. 

Might live to righteouſneſs again, "4 
And our loſt heirſhip re-obtain, 5 
That heirſhip to eternal bliſs 
In * next world, we loſt in this, 35 

And 
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And lo! the long-wiſh'd day appears: 


The Saviour comes! a child * tears 15 
I ſee him in a manger laid! 
God's only ſon, thus human N 
To live a life of pain, and then 
Die for the ſins of thankleſs 1 men. 


Oh! may his life my model Be; 

And may I breathe, great God, for thee: 
To thoſe, from whom my birth I drew, 

May I, like him, be ſubject too; N p 
Live as he liv'd, and when I die, Te . A 
Hail wy e then 8 45 night 1 
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SERMON II. 


't 


on THE NEW YEAR. | 
I CORINTBIANS, vil. v, 29. 


De time is. ſhort... 


| Aw yet you Senait complain, dear 


little friends, that it is very long and te- 


dious in its paſſage: as for inſtance, when you 


wait in anxious expectation of thoſe ſweet half- 


yearly holidays that give you liberty from ſtudy, 
and diſmiſs yon to enjoy the company and con- 


verſation of your friends. So many weeks, you 
fay, before that happy Midſummer or Chriſt- 
mas comes! So many weeks are juſt ſo many 
days; and thoſe among you that can number 
well enough for ſuch a purpoſe, fail not, in 


your puerile expedients to get rid of fo im- 


menſe a load of time, to bring thoſe days as 


| Tow as into hours, nay ſometimes minutes; and, 


chagrined at the amount, cry out, ſo many 


hours, ſo many minutes previous to our going 
home! : * de expired? 


ON, THE. wow: YEAR;- ; zy 


us) on-the other hand; when thoſe fo many; 
hours and minutes are expired at length, and 
| the dear object of your expectation come, it 
might appear you had adopted a new ſet · of 
1 neee time, you fancy, is then very 
| ſhort indeed. In fact, the: days of your releaſe 
from en der inſtruction, paſs away ſo very 
rapidly, that hardly can you ſay the time is 
well begun, before it ends; and you return 
again to ſtudy, having ſcarcely half enjoyed 
thoſe holidays you were fo anxioug ſhould ar- 


rive. | 
wat this we | fay for your infiruQion, dear 
diſciples : namely, that your puerile expedients 
to deceive the lingering time in ſtudy, and. your 
5 notion of the rapid paſſage of that time in your 
vacation, are both blameable ; and that your- 
ſelves alone are to be cenſured, as yourſelves 
alone experience the uneaſineſs enſuing from 
both ſituations, . You are neither happy in the 
interval of. buſineſs, while at ſchool, nor are 
| 2 happy i in the interval * nn when 
And why?. W in on deſiring BY ap- 
proach of holidays, and: thinking them, when - 
once arrived, ſo rapid in their progreſs, you are 
„ "M the performance of your * in the 
1 4 ſuitable - 
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fuitable employment of your time. Young 
people, chat are ardent to get knowledge, find 

the time not flow enough for what they would 
go through with; and in tis regretting the 
quick progreſs 4 their time, when they apply 
it to the work of ſtudy, they are naturally led to 
form a different notion of the time allotted 
them for recreation, and regret not its quick 5 
paſſage. In a word, they think their time at 
ſchool not long enough; and when from ſchool 6 
then they conſider it not ſhort enaoug. 

: The ſuitable employment, therefore, of F your 
time, is an unfailing antidote, or medicine, to 
remove all diſagreeable ideas of its tardy pace 
on one hand; and its rapid motion on the other 
hand: a ſubject which the preſent ſeaſon randers 

proper for diſcuſſion. We have entered no. 
upon another year. The former is entirely 
done away; and this, ſo recently begun, wil 
very quickly follow. It requires no argument to 
prove that time is everlaſtingly upon the wing. 
I am at preſent ſeven, eight, nine, or ten pay 
old; this many of you poſſibly may ſay; but 
ſtritly ſpeaking, not two days together; for 1 
to-morrow you muſt change the expreſſion, 
and fo forward for ten thouſand morrows, if | 
5 your life ſhould ee ſo many. 1 


„c 
* — 


1 — — 


CE — 2 — — — —— 


—ͤ—zẽôztô—4 — —- æͥ R———— — — 
I — * " — o — — ” 1 
0 


8 
N 
5 
f 


g 


ä—ĩUdDU— — —— — — Pos ap. 


0 


OS ONES) ——U¼t x 


y—D—U— — — — — — 
—— ——— — 
* 


———— — 2 — 
ws ere II. + 
f 


on THE: naw "FEAR, e 33 


Of us de of en pon u. aſtured; and 
yet this very time, for ever oi the wing, as we 
wave ſaid already, is the only property or fub- 

ſtance God depoſits in our hands. We all 

come firſt imo the world. defenceleſs, deſtitute, 
und naked; we have fieftlier fpesch fler under- 
ſtanding . Nature gives us nothing bat à little | 
tine, with which we pain ſucteſſtwely what-- 
ever we poffeſs at any period of our life, andl 
which we had not when we came into the 
world. Not only wealth and honout,” which 
me farther we advance in years we may in- 
creaſe, but virtue, Which no money can pro- 
cure. It follows then, that nothing ſhould be 
valued by os fore thary time 5 finds time is th 
nel ths current price WE flat ory 4 
n "PF 
Since time, then, is — to 0 | 
not leſs than fo extremely fleeting, how ar&ydn 
to regulate your | coridut, ſo that yπ⁷]ẽ muy 
mike the moſt thereof? The anſwer to this 
queſtion is conriefted with à common comiplt- 
ment among us, that eivility erjoms, Wen 
men wiſh one another, at the opening of the 
year, 2 happy new one. Tndiſputably, the 
fureſt way to an enjoyment of ſuch happineſs, 
Is as. to have eee the ”_ clapfed, 
e * 1 in 
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8 SERMON m. 


ploying that which is to paſs in virtue; for 


the mind can, with much ſatisfaction and de- 
light, look back and contemplate upon paſt 


in virtue; en d dae n bn: 


actions, if thoſe actions have been meritorious; = 


will employ that time God's providence vouch- 


it in the ſeaſon of your nonage, to the acquiſi- 
tion of ingenious arts and ſciences. Yes, chil- 


dren, be perſuaded of a truth you have perhaps 
hat learning is more excellent 


than any ony or eſtate. Beſides, you 


would be a fraud to diſappoint their expecta- 


tions. Of whatever ſex, then, you may be, 
* little friends, * your t time in carneſt 


efforts 


but the reſolution of behaving meritoriouſly in 
| Future, comprehends the pain of needing ſuch 

_ a reſolution, the uneaſineſs of thinking we have 
miſbehaved beforehand. Virtue, we repeat, is, 
in reality, the only medicine fox our thoughts: 
but, little ones, as we have ſaid already, ar- 
guments on virtue you are not ſo capable of 
underſtanding: we ſhall therefore limit our re- 
marks to ſtudy; and accordingly, we ſay, you 


- 4— 


cannot honeſtly employ your time in the pur= 
ſuit of any other object. Your indulgent pa- 
rents liberally pay to have you taught, and it 
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efforts 10 get knowledge. . He that has em- 


ployed his early prime of life in the attainment © 


of this knowledge, from a notion that to do 
ſo is his duty, has already laid the ground-work . 


of a greater work, which likewiſe is eſtabliſhed - : 


on the baſis of that ſelf ſame duty, namely, the 

_ attainment - of that knowledge which ſhall laſt, - 
when in the words of the apoſtle, this world's 
faſhion ſhall be done away. 
And yet, the acquiſition of this 88 
which ſhall be eternal, is not the whole bene- 
fit that ſhall enſue to him who conſcientiouſly 
devotes his preſent time to that. great work of 
education. Learning is the inſtrument where- 
by rich people keep their fortune and affairs 


underſtood to: ſay, that learning is eflentially - 
expedient to the wealthy man; but what we 


mean is this: that as mankind are generally vir- 

tuous, or elſe vicious altogether, ſo, if wealthy 
individuals in their youth have not acquired 45 
thoſe arts expected from them, they will ver 

| likely have become poſſeſſed of ſomething elſe, . 


which will excite them to think lightly of, and ' 
5 5 diſſipate their wealth; and in this point of view 


we may. aſſert, that learning i is the inſtrument 


5 by which neh . keep their fortune and af- 


„„ 1 fairs 


— 
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fairs copether but, however that be, learning, 
we may take upon us to affert, will lead a youth 
to fortune; and it very rarely happens, in a 
land of trade, that any of us, and particularly 
any of the rougher ſex, are, from the birth, in- 
tended to ſubſiſt without ſome ee ee 
feſſion. He or ſhe, then, that poſſeſſes | 
uſeful art or ſcience, has the certain means of 
gaining a ſubſiſtence, which the frowns * has 
verſe fortune cannot take away. 
For, granting you ſhould doubt {bur the 
preacher pauſes here, and aſks himſelf if he 
ſhall publiſh or ſuppreſs the information he de- 
0} ſigned to give you. Pride might whiſper the 
© propriety of caution ; but can pride become him, 
arid that pride, particularly, which would teach 
him to ſuppreſs a truth chat may be uſeful to 
his little hearers? Why are you his friends, and 
| wherefore has he held ſo many of you to his 
heart, if now, when he has undertaken to in- 
ſtruct you, he ſhould act on the reſerve? You 
ſhall not find him ſuch a character. Know | 


then, that in the perſon preaching, you behold ” 


an inſtance of the benefits Gdeduceable from 


knowledge. Born to no inheritance, he might 
have been at preſent, as he truſts, an honeſt, 


2 reality) 88 yet obſcure and common ar- 
"On. * 


* 


en thr Mr Tran; | 


| Bſan, or handicraftſman : but God's provi: 


not be thought a boaſter, ſince the avowal is 
intended to promote your benefit, God's pro- 
vidence, he ſays, that gave him talents, gave 
him likewiſe an avidity, or ardent thirſt for 
knowledge in his childhood; and at prefent he 
ray truly fay, he is no leſs than what the boaſt _ 
of ſome ſmall ſtock of learning, and no other 
circumſtance, has made him the poſſeſſor of a 
competent fubſiſtenee, and conſidered no unfit _ 
companion to conſort with gentlefolks. Oh, 
children, you may think the preacher rather 
too incautious, and the frank confeſſion he has 


15 made unneceſſary. It is, notwithſtanding, true 


 Awail © yourſelves then of the truth, though 
you ſhould blame him for the avowal of it. 
And particularly you, dear little fair ones, 
whoſe much ſofter character, and gentler dif- 
poſition, naturally win you a much greater mea- 
ſure of affection than the other ſex, and whom 
himſelf has confequently cheriſhed with a greater 
ſtrength of inclination; you, for whom, or 
(as to ſpeak alittle more preciſely, he ſhould fay,) 
for ſeveral of whom he has not heſitated in the 
leaſt to alienate or part with ſome ſmall portion 
of his lender ſubſtance | in the world, that he 


that gave him, as he hopes he may declare, and 


might 'F 
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your little. fancies, well rewarded, 3 
48s he thought . he was, if in return he might 
procure himſelf a ſmile, and gaze thereon, 
. while he obſerved it brighton. features that were 
bright enough already; you, for whoſe advan- 
tage he has not alone increaſed the toil of a pro- 
feſſion, in itſelf ſufficiently laborious, by gra- 
tuitous inſtruction of his own accord beſtowed 
upon you, but denied himſelf a hundred little 
comforts, that the ſaving made by ſuch curtail- _ 
ments of. his pleaſure, might be all applied to 
give o pleaſure. Vou, in fine, that while 
the other ſex may poſſibly afford the happy pro- 
miſe of one charm or two in their maturity, the 
charm of virtue , and that manlineſs which ſhall 
command the perſons of your fellow beings; 3 
you, he ſays, that while the other ſex afford 
the promiſe. juſt now ſpoken of, hold out ano- 
ther, not alone of virtue, but- thoſe thouſand 
womanly attractions that hereafter ſhall com- 
mand the affections of your fellow beings, and 
which every one will own a nobler fort of 
empire, you, particularly, once again he ſays, 
dear little fair ones, be you eager to employ the 
opportunity allowed you, and endeavour, by a 
laudable employment of the preſent time, to 


. make as much improvement as you can in all 
N 5 thoſe 


ſerves to keep your ſex within the limits of a 
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ton. Oh! the undeſcribable adyantages ou 
will enjoy yourſelves, and the unſpeakable de- 


Hght your parents will receive from ſeeing you, 


while watered with the dews of heaven, bring 
forth a harveſt of rich fruit in its perfection. One 
not only of that human learning we now ſpeak 
of, but as well too of that heavenly ſcience 

which fhall laſt eternally, and which is ſcarcely - 
ſeparable from the other, when young. people 

give their time up to the work of ſtudy, from a 
conſcientious principle of anſwering the juſt 
expectation of their parents, ſince this latter 
virtue comprehends the former! What advan- 
tages on one hand, and delight upon the other, 


he repeats, when you give proof within you of | 


a thouſand commendable habits! Of that piety 
which has reſort to God in all its wants and 


ſufferings! Of that modeſty which admirably 


rigid virtue! Of that prudence which ſhall qua- 
lify you to diſtinguiſh truth from falſehood! 
Of thoſe elevated thoughts that ſhall enable you _ 
to bear both evil and good fortune! Of that 
tenderneſs and pity which ſhall make you ſenſi- 
dle of any the leaſt miſery you ſee a fellow crea- 
ture ane And that uniform attention you 
e | ſhall 
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mall pay on all occaſions to. give every one his 
own, and do for others all the good you can con- 
fer upon them ! Theſe ineſtimable virtues, which 
the generality of men and women practiſe only 
after long experience and a ſeries of reflexions, 
(fo defective is our preſent plan of education, 
and ſo little do young people in their nonage 
pay attention to become poſſeſſed of profitable 
knowledge) ſhall in you, dear little ones, 
appear the work of nature, and the fruit of 
conſtitution firſt of all ener _ ou a 
your birth-right. 
To conclude: be you anoig the rougher or 
the gentler ſex, that yeu may be the more en- 
couraged to purſue the work of learning in your 
"youth, than which there can be nothing in the 
world that will more likely lead you on to vir- 
tue, be aſſured, that every thing, except this 
learning, and of courſe this virtue, is continu- 
ally changing and decaying, The apoſtle ſays, 
the faſhion of this world is paſſmg everlaſtingly 
away. The beatity of the object firſt goes off, 
and afterwards the object difappears. The 
world itfelf, if we could ſee what, for example, . 
 fixty years ago it was, would now appear ri- 
5 diculous ; 3 and noting, as we faid before, is 
| | 1 3 


- 
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permanent or fixed, but learning) and i W | 
ſequence of learning, namely, virtue. 
Me conclude our exhortation, mike pray. for 
you to your God and ours, your father and ours 
alſo. May he ſhed the choiceſt of his bleſſings 
on your head, convincing you of his eſpecial 
grace and mercy, that the preſent year, that is 


ON THE TE FEAR, | 


the preſent time, he puts into your hands, de- 


claring it your property, but that on the expreſs 
condition, little though you are, of uſing „ 
ſuch a manner, as to lay the ground- work of 
your happineſs in this world and the other; 
while to-morrow, or all future time, 5 is his pe- 
culiar property. and conſequently a precarious 
treaſure; out of which he makes ſuch diſtribu- 
tion as he pleaſes. Grant that none among you 
may hereafter be that barren fig tree in the goſ- 
pel, which Chriſt Jeſus bids the huſband- man 
cut down, chat it may occupy the ground un- 
worthily no longer. We implore the Almighty 


fluor you, little ones, that if in future any of you 


ſhould become ſo great a burthen to ſociety, or 
ſuch incumbrance to the world you live in, you 
may have ſome advocate, who, being intereſted 
like ourſelves in your well-being, may at leaſt 
| obtain you ſome ſhort reſpite for amendment, 
and * the huſband-man' s ſolicitude, by 
| prayer, 
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prayer, to — you one more year. May Got 
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SERMON" III. 


to every one of us make this a happy year, 


mn 8 — our Lord; to 5 771 75 
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| PATERNAL lord of ; ages bear 
From thy celeſtial throne; 


For ſure thou wilt not ſcorn a child | Th 
That thus his wants s makes knowne-. 


| "By — hind; 1 
At length we ſee another year: E25 
Now opening on the land. . 


08 of the year ſo. lately paſt,... | 
Or thoſe that. went before, | 
We have, alas] too much. miſpent, . 
Leet us miſpend na more; 


Comine d. that from thy bbunteous band 5 

No bleſſing can enſue ; 

Greater than time, which they who waſte, : 
1 89710 crime {hall n rue. 


# 
Sa 


So, while the circling years come back, 
And other years begin; 

When friends that comp : ment renew; 
Politeneſs firſt brought im 


No painful thoughts their wiſh may raiſe, 
Such as the conſcious mind, 
| RefleQing On days, weeks, months, 


May the ſweet mem TY ales | 125 
While of the happineſs they wiſh, 
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ON EVIL SPEAKING. 


PSALM 1, v. 20. 


Thou fe and ſprakeft again thy brother: 2 i 
: Nandere ft thine. own mother's 4. 


: (OLD God dear children, have onprelivs | 
himſelf more fully on the ſubject of that 
evil ſpeaking we are now to combat? He that 
| makes a practice of it, does not ſpare his very bro- 
ther: nay, if there be any ſpecies of relation- 
tip among us, dearer than a brother, ſuch is © 
the enormity, or N or of the fin, that, as St. 
Paul expreſſes it, ſo eaſily beſets us, evil ſpeak- 
ers have no reverence for that. Accordingly, - 
that none who ſit and ſpeak againſt their bro- _ 
ther, may excuſe the blackneſs of their guilt, 
by ſaying, « he, we cenſure, is but our mos 
« brother, and of courſe no way related to us,” 
God, by David's lips, in his paternal care to 
ſtop the progreſs of this vice, and take away all 
manner of apology from thoſe who perpetrate it, 
adds; thou flandereft thine own mother's ſon. As 
much: as if the verſe had run as follows: 
N | « Thou 


o EVIL SPEAKING, 


Ur Thou that giveſt up thy lips to evil eating; : 

& ſitteſt down to converſation, and deſtroyeſt the 
cc. reputation of thy brother, even of him whoſe f 
% mother was thy mother. Were he only thy 
ec half brother, poſſibly thou mighteſt allege ſome 
* ſhadow of a reaſon or excuſe for ſuch malig- 

4 nity; but you are both deſcended from one pa- 
c rent; and not only that, but likewiſe from one 
« mother, whoſe affection, as {till greater thana 

c father's, ſhould have previouſly refined thy bro— 

_ ©. therly affection. This is the Almighty's ſenſe 


of evil ſpeaking, and he calls it a forgetfulneſs of 


God: the puniſhment for which is to be this: 
that he will rear thoſe guilty of it into pieces, while 
to ſuch as order, as they ſhould, their lips in ſpeak- 
ing charitably of their fellow eren wrll 5 
| ſhow ſaluation. l 

From this recompenſe of thoſe whs keep 
themſtives at all times free of evil ſpeaking, 
with the puniſhment of thoſe who practiſe it, and 
do not heſitate to cenſure or aſperſe their very 


brother, you may ſee the grievous guilt of what 


we preach upon at preſent.” Is there more, 
dear children, requiſite to ſet your hearts againſt 
it, ſo that when grown older you will not be- 
come infected with a vice that now, we may aſ- 
ſert, has no dominion i in 8888 Oy fur- 

ther 


| ther we conceive is dnl to eee = a 
ſo black a crime ; and herefore 
ing to a congregation 
—— — the . 
ſtate of childhood, we ſhould have no more to 
ſay upon the ſubject; but alas] ſince, when 
you come abroad into the world, if Providenge 

is pleaſed ſo long to ſpare you, bad examples 
will ſhoot up in every quarter, the precautions 
intimated in this exhortation may, by God's 
good bleſſing, prove extremely beneficial to you. 
Vet we do not mean to caution you ſo much 
againſt the vice of evil ſpeaking, as to recom- 
mend inſtructions, ſuch as will enable you to 
practiſe two great virtues, while you ſhun the 
xice we ſpeak of. This, dear children, is an ex- 
cellency appertaining to God's laws; that while 
they check one fin, they recommend to our at- 
tention many virtues. Let us ſee then, while 
we do our utmoſt to defend or warn your inex- 
perienced minds againſt the ſin of evil ſpeaking, 
what are thoſe two virtues juſt now mentioned, 
that will recommend themſelves to your atten- 
On the vice in queſtion, we have therefore 
this ſhort admonition for you; that at no time 
you ſpeak ill of any perſon living. If you ſhould 


1 


not have un n ee 6 og 


vourable fide, reſpectii 8 5 


ter is queſtioned, be in that caſe filent. Much 


more then, are you to hold your peace, when 
there is no neceſſity for ſpeaking. And indeed 
it ſeems fo vile a conduct in the perſon Who 


| looks out for opportunities of bringing people 
up in his diſcourſe, without occaſion, merely 


for the purpoſe of defaming them, that we 


_ ſhould think no child of thoſe addreſſed in any 
ag ſermons, ane af . 2 + 


8 Din bn en And can any rule 585 
be fimpler, or more eaſily complied with? But, 


- dear children, poſſibly you may enquire if you 


are to keep ſilence, tho“ the very perſon, in 
whoſe favour we enjoin you to keep ſilence, has 
before miſrepreſented you ? What!“ you may 


| 0 ſay, „when he has falſely ſpoken to my pre- 


« zudice or injury, muſt I refrain from 1 
« ing truth of him, becauſe that truth will hurt 
< him?” Yes, dear little ones, you muſt; 
for notwithſtanding vengeance may in — 5 
degree be juſtified by nature, yet the goſpel ut- 
terly condemns it; but provided you conſider. 
this a hardſhip, we muſt mention that though all 


er 8. means e to mortify you. 
NM ortify you, did we ſay? it ought tomake you 
happy; for Chriſt Jeſus tells you ſo. For he 


whom all. ſpeak ill of, as he ſays, has reaſon to 


rejoice, or be excaeding glad becauſe. his name is 
the principal above you, in this place of educa- 
von, were · to give you ſuch inſtructions as the 
following: My dear child, I know the greater 
part of your companions here take pleaſure in 


60 continually ſpeaking to your prejudice: they : 


«<cannotbut be very wicked; do not you, on that 


. account, however, ſpeak amiſs of them, tho? 


hat you ſhould aſſert would be but truth: for 
e ſuch a conduct would: occaſion great diſorder, 
*© quarrels, and confuſion in my ſchool, which is 
already, as you know, ſufficiently diſtracted : 
but to make you ſome amends for being ever- 
«-laſtingly expoſed to their harſſi cenſure, I ſin- 
« cerely promiſe, that provided you regard my 
«friendſhip, I will think the better of you in 
<©proportionas I find they ſeek occaſions to ſpeak 
«evil of you.” Would not this, pray, beencou- 
ragement ſufficient to comply with: the advice 
thus given you? The encouragement of God 
then i is the ſame; and you muſt neceſſarily con- 
- ſider | 


„o 
e a 40 oi bowiFy 5 91 9% $614 wits 


— nene faults, en 


5 caſe, afk yourſelf if what are mentioned 
nis. favlts, do in reality deſerve! that appella- | 


Pre d you ſhould join with thaſe 
ery condemn them, if t>would not be 
conſidered a moan jealdutjyiung mn better 
in you? It imports | 
motives evil ſpeaking be repreſſed. Some mo- 
tives may indeed be nobler in their kind; but 


granting this do but repreſs the crime in n 
it 371 bee as 45 ſhould We e rig reſorting | 


BI zed God beca uſe he yras © 


eat e thanke 
not ke the publican, who, at the very moment 
he: faid ſo, was praying near him, thin "you - 
his ſelf praiſe could be acceptable to God? If fo, 
ko came it that the publican departed from the 
en juſtified, much rather than the other? 
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- 


4 Humble ME nals Ga way Hom 
of our exbortition; Jet:us-aſk you Whether you | 
dave not at all times, even tender though your age 
_ 8s, ſomething in you that with no great impro- 
me” _ de eee e x eee > 
e aid ess 2 


arard- yourſelf, you-tancy -you are not poſſeſſed 
of? Let us ſpeak ingenuouſſy to you: Uns there 


mot a ſecret envy lurking in your compoſition ? 


o not thoſe ſuperior charms or riches you dif- 

cover in your friend's poſſeſſion, render you 

ee Have you no one wiſh within you, that 
zdmirers of that friend were yours ; and do 

you not, on ſome occaſions, carry our imagi> 

nation to ſo great a length, that you are in- 

wardly. perſuaded nature has neglected, for ex- 


ample's ſake, your perſon, and embellithed 
others round about you, and that fortune has 
promoted many in their ſituation, but left you 
to pine in poverty? If either of theſe notions, | | 
or the like, unfortunately ſhould have place 
ne, at — — itſelf in action, and 


2 Ie 


we — now gare you; namely, tha: x herons 


about ee 56 Roobldecrh 
down for jealouſy. To: baniſh frem with 
your hearts this jealouſy, we have no antidote 
or medicine to recommend, ſo certain as 
ty. se certain, did we nds ah; . * 
failing IR children 


eds not 8 e 2 
OHence at what too many look upon pon a = 
faules in. thoſe whoſe: Company; they. mix. wit | , a j | 


7 


He that thinks no otherwiſe: than little 9 f him- 
| ſelf, is not ſo very likely, to find fault with 


others; and that youth who. is in any. : : 
Lenſdipus how defective huma 1 
oy in bindet is not enge, 4 
Shar x Worms is not impo s Nikje, © 
on him; or if not, * A 
tanlza | | SN D * 8 
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bis preacher now deſtows 2 * cry 
out z alas! I may de guilty of much more im- 

proper <ondu 3 1 
| — 5 1 OCCeec ; 


mer es oft our own en we 
Jebake the talents of all thoſe we have to do | 
with, / and much cn SON ne 


= den likewiſe, as "From pride they 22 abs 
denſure the defects of others, frequently it 
bappens that they overſhoot their mark, and 
cenſure When they ſhould on the other hand 
commend,” incurring by fuch conduct, in 
addition to their want of charity, a real crime. 
$6 far it with that phariſee, in - whoſe abode 
Chriſt Jeſus was fo hoſpitably entertained, 
when, as you know, a certain woman, * 5 
| | tad lately been of vicious life and com 7 
5 : entered where the gueſts were met together, 
un began to waſh the Saviour's-feet, and kiſs 
dem. Certainly, remarked the phariſee, 
= mining Wich himfelf, if this nen Ben wives 


in in reallty a prophet, "he would khow er, . 


4 
* 


has been ſuch ; but in conſideration of her love, 


thoſe ſins ſhe has committed are 8 


gs but blind ariſes e 


e her e 


; but 


the criminal: Chriſt Jeſus knows the woman | 


away from God's reme 
phariſee but known the. virtue 3 milit 
- would not have incurred the ſin of. A 
ing, and leaſt ſo, when he ſuppoſed birnſelf | 
commenting on the guile, the hyper 
falſe appearance of another. 
This, then, is that 5 virtue, bat 
by! we recommend, inſtead of barely. — 
filence when your neighbour's character is not 
brought up in converſation where you are, 
alſo when it is brought up: but yet this · vi 
great as it may be, is not the only one“ We 
recommend a greater virtue ſtill; Which id 
as follows : that not only you keep ſilence, hut 
- eye thoſe who may be cenſured have in 


D3 . 


| were, well, ac - 
quajnted with | her — 4 ATI - 
jw wen er 


; — charitab bly minded-op the fubs 
jest of another's fin... It is then! you, that-are 


_—_ 


a Solis Gene his ChHR Jeſus Ks. - Ves, | 
Crit Jeſus, who, although he came among 
48 te prinee of peace; the ſaviour of man- 

Find and the eternal fon of God, and though 

he wb much 3 or pokene evil 10 

— law, that we ſhould diele all whoſe 5 

Who in their” wickedneſs curſed us. This op- 

poſite demeanour, once again we tell you, has 

<= Shriſt Jeſus ſet us in his conduct towards the 

1 Woman taken in adultery; and whom the Jews 

diouſly brought before him, that if poſſible, 
byte pros Sing inthe caſe, he might enſnare 
bimſelf: but Jeſus diſappointed them; for 

EL when comi ted by their conſcience on his ſay- 

1 ing, * Let the man among you without fin 
© take up, as he expreſſed it; the firſt ſtone, 

_ 42nd throw it at her,” they had all gone out, 
and left the woman with him, he enquired what 
was become of her accuſers, and if no one had 

ndemned her? No my lord, replied the wo- 
ith, "none: © Then do not I. condemn thee, an- 
ffwered Jeſus; go and fin no more. This is the 
1 end * be, ge to 4 een at, 
7 * 3 | | wk ed 


5 


. 8 and ſurely you are able to exhibit an exa 
when beforeha! 


d: you are capable of cenſuring 5 


PR 5 5 


the 1 improper conduct you diſcern in you com- 


panions. 


Thus E I "File 8 Ke far 
from yielding to the vice of evil ſpeaking, you 
/irtiic Id forth. 
an example to mankind inſtead of — the 


ſhould practiſe an \eſſential 


reppſe and welfar 


comments ON: their: conduct. God vouchſafe 
that what has been at preſent mentioned may 
redound to your ac | 


leſt | the perſon you condemn ſhould: on the 


other hand be really a Joſeph, whoſe behaviour 
wie have ſpoken of already. Joſeph's innocence 

was known to God, and that conſideration 
vas his comfort: tho' the maſter. he was fold 


to, would not ſee it, but ſubſcribec | implicitly 


to the en, accuſations of bien 5 
D 4 d 2.5 wile 


e: of ſociety, by undiſcerning 


tage. May you care- - 
fully refrain from every kind. of evil ſpeaking, 


ieee eee 


wa andchiv-ſubjeRted Jefeph to long im- 
priſonment. By ſueh petnicious conſe were 
min, dear diſciples, yourraſty judgment may 

- be followed: think "the party you did ene 
| SIO; Hot 2 


| not repeat, Beute, th © Jef © Chil, e. 
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| IH whoſe good providence firſt join d. 2 

: 0 In bands of Kindred all warn ape ONTO 

= Give me the grace to KHD W 

1 That when 1 cenſure With ay nge 178 
ö Ie cenſare my om mother's fen, . | 
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This knowledge if thy goodneſs deign, 51 
Then from z crime ſhall refrain. 
; 80 kurtfulto mankind: : 10s wn ht 
When, prone myſelf to many a une Wy bo a 
e eee 
LA do not ſpeak my mind. | 
: . . 


4 
* 
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But if thoſe others, not like me 
Taught to conceal the faults they ſee, 
My fault or folly:blaze; -; 


$464 oe 
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_—— Wes goide cometh, then cometh ſhame: but with: 
CD” CO the lowly.is wiſdom. 5 


5 Hevsun ese all che virtues in them- 
| ſelves may be, it is the virtue oppoſite to- 
pride alone that can be looked on as their baſis; | 
which, we truſt, you will diſtern, dear children, 
in the ſermon ſollowing this, when we pro- 
pound our thoughts upon humility, and not at- 
preſent; ſince in this we mean to give you. 
ſome well meant, though feeble admonitions- | 
8 en the vice of pride; which, being abſolutely 
de reverſe in its effects or conſequences to hu- 
mility, is, in itſelf, the grand obſtruction to- 
man's happineſs, the cauſe of his misfortunes, 
and the ſource of all his crimes; on which 


: account, Chriſt Jeſus ſeems to have direQed: 
: the whole ſum of his inſtruction to demonſtrate | 


ho neceſty of imitating that demeayour in 


* 2 


on PRIDE. 


Jam, which. humility . ſuggeſted ; ph. 
3 by that ſhining virtue he redeemed the 

world, while pride would otherwiſe have | 
been the ruin of 5 


For before i its firſt — were reefiabliſhed, . 5 


what can you imagine was the vice chat utterly 
undid the prince of darkneſs, the arch-angel, 
. who. is now God's: enemy, and the- inſidious - 

tempter of mankind? - Through pride, from 
what vaſt elevation fell not Lucifer? That 


Lucifer who ſaid, as in Iſaiah's prophecy, the - 
fourteenth chapter, I will mount up into heaven, . 
and exalt my throne above the . f Gl and. J 
- be upon a-level with the higheft. 


But not only did the prince of darkneſs fall | 


avidin to this pride, but, - wrought on by his 


cunning to offend as 105 did, and provoke that 


God who meant not any of his creatures ſhould : 


be proud, did our firſt parents fall from their 


5 ſuperlatively happy ſtate into a gulph of fin, 2 
and conſequently into all the miſery entailed: 7 
on human nature. They were happy in their 


ſituation of dependance upon God, till the de- 
ceitful ſerpent artfully poſſeſſed them with a no- ö 


tion of at leaſt reſembling him in power, in 


wiſdom, and in glory. Tou ſhall be as Gods, ©. 
as he, af you have only ſuch a ſpirit as will 
D 6 „ ſpur 


„ efron „ 


ſpur you forward to diſpute the orders of your | 
tyrant. Our firſt parents were perſuaded by 
fuch flattering counſel; and what followed? 
| You, no doubt, that often read the bible, know 
without my information. If you do not know, 
peruſe the ſecond chapter of the book of Gene- 
fis. They eat, in violation of God's poſitive 
commandment, that forbidden fruit which grew | 
upon the tree of life; but which, ; the 
Other hand, proved death to them. . 
What ſins were not the effect er this erg | 
fin committed by our parents, in their pride 


and expectation of reſembling God? With 


this, their pride, came, what the ſon of David 


in our text entitles, ſhame, infecting every 


human boſom ; and thoſe ſins increaſed among 
us, till the ten of God appeared to ſave us: but 
in what a form did he appear? In chat, as 
we are told by the apoſtle, of a ſervant. e 
was lowly, and his lowtineſs was wiſdom. He 
was really made fleſh ; that is to ſay, he was 


made man; or Wader, he appeared among us 


2 forlorn and helpleſs infant. This you will 


acknowledge, was not to affect the pride of 
Lucifer, or our firſt parents. Lucifer, though 
of the higheſt order, was not God, yet would 
| have fet Himſelf 1 1 a level wich the higheſt; 
and 


. his — ful is when Herold i 
them they ſhould be as Gods: but Jeſus Chriſt, 
who thought it no invaſion of God's privileges 
to affect his nature, was made man, and came 
among us in ee eee 4 5 
lifting up his eyes to God, — — 
words of David, in his fortieth pfalm, and 
| which St. Paul quotes after David in the tenth 
of Hebrews ; Sacrifice ani offering thou wauld'ft 
not, ah God; but haſt beſtorued a budy on me. 
Therefore do I came, as in the volume of thy hook, 
that is to ſay, the bible, it it written of me to 
Perform thy will, I am content 1 do ſo. I de. 
tight to execute thy will, which is within my heart. 8 
Now this, dear children, is by no means ſuch 
a ſtyle as Pride makes uſe of. Pride delights 
not to perform another's will and pleaſure, but 
has conſtantly a will and pleaſure of its own. 

Hence, we perſuade ourſelf, you will be in- 
wardly convinced that pride, by which the an- 
gels fell, and afterwards by their inſidious 
prince's cunning, the whole race of man in 
Adam, and to ſhew us the enormity of which 
the ſon of God appeared among us in a lowli- 


neſs __ _— thereto, hence we perſuade - 
) : | | | | | "DE 5 . 


% 


vm eee 1 117 
And yet, we muſt confeſs, but with no view 
ſuch a knowledge is the ſum and ſubſtance of 
religion; and that many, older than yourſelves, 
have failed therein. We do not drop this intima- 
tion, notwithſtanding, as we ſaid juſt now, to 
[countenance you in the vice of pride, if you 
ſhould be unhappily infected with it; but be- 
cauſe what we deſign to ſay, and from a very 
great authority indeed, appears ſo highly ho- 
nourable to you; for though Jeſus Chriſt had 
choſen to himſelf a number of diſciples, who 
were always to be near his perſon, and might 
toc: ſee that even. their bleſſed maſter con- 
deſcended, upon all occaſions, to appear and 
act as if he were their ſervant, added to that 
| model he afforded them at firſt, by his inferior 
ſituation when he came into the world, theſe 
very men, thus choſen to be near his perſon, 5 
had, on more than one occaſion, as we read, 
contentions or diſputes among themſelves to ſet- 
tle which ſhould be the greateſt. We extract 
the whole reſpecting one of theſe contentions 
from the ninth of Mark, as you may find it at 
_— leifure. F _ being at Cupernaum , in the 
CER | | Li 
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| 2 bad difputed on, as they ware going thither oF 
But aſbamed, (as it appears they were) they held 
their peace ; for by the way they had diſputed which 
eau be the greateſt. Wherefore fitting. dewn, 
© "be dalla them, ſaying, if among you any ne defire 
R fall 
duct _— hank e the is, their 5 


vant. And he tack a child, and ſet him in the 


midſt ; and when he-had taken him in his arms, he 
ſaid unto them, whoſoever ſhall receive one of ſuch 


children in my name, receiveth me. Thus far St. 


St. Matthew, in his eighteenth chapter, ſpeaks in 5 
terms much ſtronger on chis ſubject. What he 

ſays, it may not be amiſs to. give you likewiſe. 
Verih, he tells us, were the words of Jeſus Chriſt, 
except ye be converted,” and become as little children, 


ye ſhall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Wha- 


cuer, therefore, ſhall humble himſelf as. a-Jittle 
child, the Jon: is grate in the. . W 
heaven. " | 
No.] ¾ n 81. Aon, „ 
eee St. Mark concludes with, are 
the words that, as we ſaid juſt now, appear ſo 
dighly honourable to you. ſince Chriſt Jeſus E 


'% 
\ * 
» 8 * 


SERMON v. 


'64 
ble from your time of Mie, was: very proper to 
rebuke che pride of his diſciples. Could he 
poſſibly have met their pride, made manifeſt in 
ſuch contention for the higheſt place among 


| themſelves, as they were then aſpiring to deter- 
mine; with a more condemning {ſentence ? Juſt | 
as much as if he had informed them to the fol- 
lowing purport: You are anxious for prece- 
dence; bus tell you, that the true precedence 
you defire to be poſſeſſed of, lies in the rejection 
bf it. To aſcend, you: ſhould deſcend ; and 
when you can ſo far get rid of the unworthy 
ſpirit of that pride I ſee within you, as to imi- 
tate a little - child's docility of underſtanding, 
gentleneſs of heart, and meekneſs of demea- 
nour, then will God conſider you great charac- 
ters; and he, among you, that ſhall happily 
draw neareſt ſuch a model, ſhall nme 
JO of you. 
At this proſpect of your Wen dear 
little friends, rejoice: your names are written | 
in the everlaſting book of life before you have, 
or can have, made one ſingle effort to deſerve the 
grace of ſuch a bleft enrolment. But beware, 
however, left this flattering proſpect, which the 
preacher's lovediſplays before you, ſhould incline * 
. 3 — 
: | would | 


' 


many little angels. 


hence, except that if at —— 
mould unkappily controul the curſe af nume 
in your little hearts, ſo far as to contract. the 
vice of pride, you would be then what truth 
would call you, though, the expreſſion wN e 
feſs; is. ſomewhat barſh, ſo many little mon- 
ftgrsq while the affection of all clioſe that ſer 
you now exempt from pridep'confider you fo- 
Keep chen this/fair tifle;. 
and abide within — — 


withia your: nam — — ”ur 
reaſon;. you ſhall make a merit of it, that his 
FOO no. daminion-in een prefenty 

oo. EL. though 


"woul Wente of his me 

eaten, ay where- 
fore you were humble; all-you;-would: be able 

to advance would be, that: he had made you ſo, 

21 has you al cen undead fromthe ant 
Ut et dear iifeigles, that FURY 
ther you advance in life, the nearer you aps: = 
proathithat time when you may forfeit the hu- 
mility of childhood, and incur the ce 
manhood. Be it then your ſtudy | to-adopt j 
notions: of its uglineſs. And an the firſt — 
certainly, yuur knowledge is not ſo confined, 
baſs. that. _— know already: no one eber yet. 
| his pride, whatever. were the article 
ch, he might be poſſibly d to boaſt 


ä 


himnſelf. Would any one of you, even little as 


you are, and unexperienced, being of the rough- 
er ſex, nnn omp: ———— 
8 were . e d of 
the gentler, ſex. how much more beautiful? 
This, common. decency would not allow ala be 
perſuaded then, iti is in 84 a ſomething 
men, lhocked wit. 


5 b ec i pack at for grand ſight). 1 5 
though we mean not to condemn-it; is an exhi-„ꝛ 


bition where ſpectators may behold the pride 

of greatneſs'; and ados 7; u, | 

are the effects reſi 

but ſhort in their e 2 
rich clothes, and probably thegold that Ornae 

ments them oY be briglit « wee — WM 

in his ufuat en See bim in his houſe, 

and there ſurrounded by a number of the poor 

whoſe feet he waſhes. - (Some among you may N 


have, very poſſibly, been eee 
ny fo affecting) This is, on the other hand, 2 
a ſight in which: ſpectators may behold: the I 
goodneſs or utility. of greatneſs ; When the tra- 20 

veller, weary and fatigued · with ws * N 
in royalty itſelf, command a frie 
refreſh him. And ace 
what are the effects reſulting — Sacks 1 
may be long reflected on wich n ſatiſ⸗ 

faction. a en a hots” | 


le * domych more, force tears of ſym- | 
y. w-fecling.. from us: and ſuch 
triumph of humility, While pride 
may winks: — want go no farther. 
And which, pray, we aſk you, makes, the 
—— been admikation e or com- 
paſſion? Ltr 201610 2191 | 
But the 1 admiration flowing from 2 fore- 
rejgnis prefence 110 eue 1s occaſion. 
ed by that pride of greatneſs which a monarch 
ay exhibit; - while the Pride ala I. per 
eprobate is looked} at vrith contempt; fot 
pride is ſuch a ſottiſh paſſion, — 
are its hopes at all times di ſappointed, and with 
reaſon; for what tribute of applauſe are we 
ncouraged to beſtow on him who will diſplay! 
before us his advantages in point of riches, for 
| examipleiſake, when we are ſenſible that, ſhould 
olf a charitable diſpoſition, ſpread: his table to 
relieve our fainting nature? No. The leaſt. 
unfavourable notion we can form within us of 
2 man addicted to the ſin. of pride, is this: that 
he muſt always want reſpect; or, as the text 
expreſſes it, ſhame wait upon his pride, We 


could go on, dear litile friends, and furniſh. 


milly 10 f e ded as, e thy | 
ſhow! that aide; the »Towly-' therei 14 wifdont, 


or evince for your inſtruction the propriety or 
virtue of an humble boſom, will point but the 
impropriety, or ſin, of being proud. To that 
diſcourſe, then, we refer you; it wilt be h 
ſuitable eontinuation of this ſubject, and at pre- 
ſent, in che ſpirit of the ſon of Sirach's words, 
as you may find them in the three and twen- 
tieth of Eccleſiaſticus,' pray for you; or, on ſe- 
_ cond thoughts, put down the words that you may 
utter them yourſelves. Oh God, and father of my 


5 Jife, let me have no proud look, but turn a haugh-. 


ty mind. frum me ibat am thy... ſeruant. Then 
ſhalt thou hold up the child that fain would ſerve 
| thee. What, you may go on, do I poſſeſs 
| that did not come from thy all bounteous hand? 
Oh baniſh from my heart thoſe notions I ſhould 

_ Otherwiſe give way to, of my 'own Excluſive 
merit, that 15 may not think more highly 
of myſelf than other children; and in- 
ſtruct me, of thy grace, that far frown bein ng 
proud, 1 ſhould conſider nothing | but that daily 
| bread I am permitted to ſolicit, as thy gift; 
3 as they are 
called 
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of fortune, whoſe! capricious! hate 1 ſhould 
rather ſtand in fear of, than | applaud myſelf 


becauſe I: have been benefited by her ſmile; 
Let me place all my truſt. i in thee; and then, 
inſtead of being haughty to my fellow beings, 
that have taſted thy benevolence much leſs than 
I have, it will be my daily ſatisfaction to do 


every one among them all the good I can. In 


this let me evince my pride. I may, with 


ſafety, glory 1 in it here, and thou wilt bleſs. me 


for it in eternity. (Sar be it for, the fake. of 
- pom eee ae do iforob u F le tr 


as > „ 5 8 SAY 0 4 
one ob y,m oy YErm 67 yi; > 
fe e 
. vs 77 "IF 17 5 tre 5 | % 
: 15 "0K thy 1 unnumber d benefits, 5 h 
$4” Land. let me bleſs thy name 

| And when 1 pray each night and morn, 

Thy bounteous love proclaim; | 

That does to me ſuch favour ſhow, 1 
| More than a-thouſand round me e know. = 
V 1 What 
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Phaſe ſhall humble bi Jer bs this little n 
| The Jame is grate oft in the kingdom ef heaven. | 


604 Ao mir vam 1 


W ben ie Link," prid2 be 


2 comes you, ' not alone, as men or wo- 
men, but as what you are, or ſhould be, 
namely, unpreſuming children. In reality, 
chat child muſt have been badly off, wWho has 
contracted notions of a paſſion which ſeems 
built on the poſſeſſor's knowledge of his migh- 
ty worthineſs; a knowledge which, in general, 
children are not old enough to have. With 
a ſafety, therefore, may we ſay, that taking hu- 
man nature in the general proſpect, a * 
child is a phenomenon or wonder. 
We ſhall now proceed to ſhow how . | 
Humility becomes you. In reality, that child 
muſt have been badly off, who is without 
a diſpoſition that ſeems but pure nature 
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before, may we aſſert, dear little hearers, that 


a child is but another appellation for humility z 


z = -» 


or that/a child is the expreſſion of that virtue, 


a human form and ſhape: * Chriſt Jeſus thought | 


it ſo inſeparable from the perſon of a child, that 
when, as in the chapter out of which our text 
is taken, we are told it happened chat his fol- 


lowers or diſciples wiſhed to xnow which of | 


theny was the greateſt; he fat one before t 


layin „ Ve that Jour oy humble e as dit atk chil 


an 


Since tncllity 3 1 een to o de ide f 


childhood, it ſhould therefore ſeem, that! in our 


exhortations to humility directed to you, we do 


nothing elſe than what a ſculptor does, who, 


from a block of marble, would produce the 


figure of a man. 


The man 15 in the ſtone; | 


the artiſt only takes away the outward cruft. 
So too, when we exhort you to be humble, and 


aſſign our reaſons why you ſhould be ſo, we 


do but turn your thoughts upon ſome bad im- 
preſſions you may very likely have received; 


and which, perhaps, prevent you from evinc- 


ing your humility. In ſhort, wre do not 
change eg nature: we unmaſk K e nature 


- = ” ; 
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ED and produce it in abe rſt point 
nies * 3 a — een izle ones, 
e Jeſus Chriſt thus puts upon a level 
with thoſe cherubims, that, we are taught, 
have their abode. in heaven already, and behold 
| the ſon of God in your behalf, while he declares, 
that ſuch as may on earth offend you, ſhall have 
cauſe to wWiſh. a mill-ſtone. had been put about 
their, necks, to ſink them in the ſea. Enjoy, 
ve ſay, ſo great a glory, and pour out your 
üttle hearts, in gratitude to God, for having 
thought you ſo ineſtimably precious, in the 
ſcale of his creation, that provided, in the ſea- 
ſon of your innocence, (an innocence however. 
which is built upon your incapacity of doing 
wrong, and therefore is not meritorious,) you 
ſhould ſink beneath the weight of ſickneſs, and 
vour parents loſe the treaſure they confeſs 
they live on, you would be immediately con- 
veyed from cheir affectionate embrace, into the 
boſom of your god. Oh the foreſeeing love 
of your creator] had he promiſed his eternal 
manſions to thoſe only who ſhould ſerve him 
zealouſly on earth; had he informed us in his 

word, none. ſhould hereafter ſee his face that 
had Not laboured to deſerve the bleſſing, in 
5 what 
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ion to complain t 


precious ſeaſ 


we return to 
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imation, or to for- 
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days but the paſtor n he 
prevent you from adopting that humility which 


ſo particularly ſuits the age of childhood, are, 


in one ſex, the idea of that fortune they will 
eee eee 
and in the other, the deluſion of that beaut 
which already ſome undoubtedly are to be 
found, who will not heſitate to 4 us Ou 1 
 Uiſcover' in themſelves. © 

Ves, dear diſciples, 8 are 11 nature, 
as we ſay, cut out to figure in a public kind of 


life, already you begin to plume yourſelves up- 
on the kindneſs you are treated with by fortune, 


and imagine you are better than the reſt about 


"you, merely on account of thoſe poſſeſſions you 


are born to. Ah, good little friends! you are 
not of ſo tender a capacity, but that your 

minds may comprehend what we are going now | 
to mention. Safely then, we ſay, make boaſt 
of your proſperity; nor fear, ſuch boaſt will fix 
a blot upon your reputation for humility, tho? 
you ſhould ſay with David, T1 ſhall never be re- 
"moved; provided, in the interval, you add with 


| David likewiſe, thou oh Lord haft made my hill 


fo rang. With this addition to your boaſt, 
What vaunt will not religion and God's grace 


e HUMILITY, N 
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of 9 þ how affect, i vn ige b to the 


Almighty's goodneſs? He that ons himſelf 


indebted to the bounty of an overflowing provi- 
. dence for every thing he i is poſſeſſed of, will ap⸗ 
| pear the humbler for his boaſt; ſince pride is 


for no other cauſe forbid us, than by reaſon of 
the injury it does God's rights and privileges: 
but to ſtrike you dumb, if. you would boaſt for. 
any other cauſe of what you have, know: this: 


dat if you, are diſtinguiſhed from. the ref by 


merit; ; that the great abundance of thoſe riches 
cannot make amends for what we call your 


narrow underſtanding; for a narrow underſtand- 


ing ſurely you muſt have, if you exult in what 
| has often lifted up the unworthieſt of our ſpecies 
to a greater beight than you can pollibly pres 


tend to: and in ſhort, that if you would impreſs | 


| the little crowd about you with'a veneration for 
your riches, you muſt ſhow the good you 

mea to do them, with thoſe riches. This, if 

you perform, you may in that caſe ſafely grati- 

ty your ruling paſſion, pride; Tor” _—_ JP wm 
de great as well as wealthy. 5 


And you likewiſe, that a certain a tells 


us were deſigned by nature only for a private 
IO * that have the character of ſoftneſs 
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hers are diſtinguiſhed from the reſt by 
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0 Adorn you, Wine our Le St hs! continues; 
have ſo many manly virtues, you begin to have 
ideas, tender though your years are, of that | 
beauty which a ſeries of ſhort years will ripen 
in you. And indeed, how can you but indulge 
ſuch notions, ſeeing all our ſex are ſo diſpoſed 
to flatter female weakneſs, while your own are 
ever on the watch to judge you harſhly, after 
you have liſtened to that flattery? Would you 
be exempted from the accuſations of the laſt? 
Be early on your guard againſt the flattery of 
the firſt, or weigh what they advance in the 
exacteſt balance. Then, dear children, will it 
act by way of antidote againſt itſelf, when you 
reflect that they have nothing to compare your 
charms with, but the. beauty of a flower, that 
blooms, for inſtance, in the morning, and de- 
cays before the hour of ſun-ſet: and beſides; 
when you Waal that they do not tell you ſuch 
fine things that you may liſten and believe them, 
but becauſe they know, r moet + oof will 
liſten and believe them: ; 

Know, beforehand, you an Uſten a he: 
Tow them! If indeed there were no conſe- 
quence annexed to your belief of their aſſer- 
er, you might ſafely be permitted to indulge 

But n once you liſten with compla- 
ceny. 
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; een your eyes wiltnbe Permit the mrs 6 4 


| ſhine,” "ſhould" you be up at midi 


reſh flowers ſpring up beneath your weetleyrg | 
that your ſmiles can diſſipate affliction; "and. 
that want will not approach the happy mortal 
who may ſit beſide yon, ho will but ac- 
knowledge you are badly off in point of under⸗ 
ſtanding? When you Pride yourſelf be aha che. 
common compliments paid now a-days to 
beauty, granting even they were true, what 
would you ſay, on being ſhown a pi ure done 
by ſome great artiſt, that ſhould boaſt its live- 
ly colours, and exact reſemblance? Were 
this poſſible, would it not make you ſmile, e- 
flecting that the picture was no more ne 
what the painter's ſkill had made it? This re-. 
quires no explanation; ſo that, little friends, 
even were you miſtreſſes of every cha: | 
fflatterers will in time purloin from heaven,” 
we may ſay ſo, and attribute to you, it would 
be ridiculous to plume yourſelves upon their 
praiſes. What then would it be, if proving 
only common mortals, you ſhould feed mw 
Rt with! their applauſes.. 
Ah, fair little friends! upon thi: PRI we 
would 3 p than wit 08 = 
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ruder ſex; becauſe the pride of ſortune is not 
ſo expoſed to peril as the pride of beauty. 
Gold and ſilver may indeed be of ſome uſe; for 
even Jeſus Chriſt adviſes us, if we are prudent, 
to make friends at leaſt of what he calls the 
mammon of unrighteouſneſs; that when we 
fail, it may become the means of getting us an 
everlaſting habitation, Now, let any one pro- 
duce us, from God's. word, a ſingle paſlage 
where fo much is ſaid in praiſe of beauty. 
Did we ſay /o much? Alas! dear children, 
when you come into the world, you will be very 
quickly taught how prejudicial. beauty may be- 
come to its poſſeſſor. Does there paſs a ſingle 
ed WARD ſome nn do not fall ſad vie- 


r 


you do not Sa at ae but you ee as 
well. as we can tell you, the uncertainty of - 
beauty. You have, many of you, doubtleſs, ſome 
acquaintance now well ſtricken, as the ſcrip⸗ 
ture ſays, in years: ſeek then, in ſuch a one, the 
beauty of her childhood. Vou will not, with- 
out much difficulty, bring yourſelf to think ſhe 
ever could be charming. This is the inevitable 
conſequence of age. And would you build 


_ - your happineſs upon ſo. frail, ſo tranſient an 


enjoyment ? If you mt have wherewithal to 


| boaſt, dan cater of bens ornament not fab. 5 
dine — tre nriirec to 


fear. Endeavour at God's grace; for that will 
laſt eternally. And What is more, God's grace 
inſpires humility, than which, as we have faid 

| already, nothing more becomes the ſtate of 


thildhood.”" Yes, "God's grace inſpires hun- 


lity, and the inſtructio 
rably ſuited-to-difſoade us from all 18 

fave of that which introduced it, of the grace 
of God. It was the m * God that made 


the bleſſed Jeſus Chriſt ſo humble, as to come 


into the world of needy parents, who had no- 
thing better to receive him than a ſtable at his 


birth: it was the grace of God that cheriſhed 
this humility within his heart, ſo far that he 
approved- himſelf. a dutcous- child, and was in 


all things ſubje& to his parents, tho himſelf 


| their maſter; that he daily grew in wiſdom and 


in favour; not alone with God, (that was not to be 


wondered at) but man; that tho the ſovereign 
of Tiberius Cæſar, he would pay him tribute 


2s a ſubject; that he ſhowed his patience, by 


not murmuring or complaining when inſulted. z 


ſcourged, . and ſpit on by his enemies; that 


* reviled, as fays St. Peter, he reviled nor 
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and that, in ſhort, he laid his li down. for a 


N world of ſinners. Is it poſſible, tha 
inſpired all this? Diviten nder then 
contributes to man's-/ 


AS IG of _ 15 3 

if you can, young people, you that are 

* arriving at that time of life when you 
begin to think with pleaſure of the ope 
charms beſtowed upon you, ſhow us, if you 
can, we ſay, what nature can have done in any 

fort like this. Oh the ſtrong oppoſition o 
—— ! Grac beſtows a talent 
Jult the more, in ee ortion, 

: rd receive: but avaricious nature, Abe 
ſome years are paſſed away, ſhall re-deman 
what ſhe has lent you. Grace ſhall make you 

miſtreſſes of gifts that will endure for ever: but 
the grave, or very likely, illneſs during life, 

| ſhall take away that little beauty you poſſeſs, 

3 and which you may in future be ſo proud of. 0 

7 To conch E 

ſexes, be perſuadef- hst humility is firſt of all 
me-e baſis or foundation- virtue of religion, or 

1 — and * the only virwe chit- 
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95 deo hav i. then peven * ally to prac- 
ed i ach pati ence, 
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but when a/belpleſs — his cradle Ie 
wiſe, he directed how ewe might attain to 
righteouſneſs; becauſe in ;eve ery. period of man's. 
life, humility is virtue; and our Kate of infancy 
is facred to humility; Dea. children, may ou 
never loſe this jewel that ſo much ade 
' this world, and ſhall hereafter ſhine ſo brightly; 
in that crown of righteouſneſs, which, as we 


3 3 * n MBS pres +> 


| truſt, your heavenly father will beſtow upon 


you. May his, grace. accompany your ſteps, - 


| and may yon never think more high of yourſelf - 
than other children round about you. May 
his bleſſed ſpirit, which is Peace, beyond All - 


Wee eee, ſhove you, that any 5 want . 


I 


fits 8 to e the throne of mercy With 
that ſupplication in their lips, by Jeſus Chriſt 
firſt taught, forgive us vur Hences, Lord, as ue 
do theſe who have offended us. In all our lit- 
_ tle differences with each other, may Wow! 1 
W it as N e ppoſe 2 
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rns you in- 
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nance of han a pubbvios him or her wilt 
whom you have to do, but of humility ; for 
v dere is to be found that child, ſo obdurate as 
to hold out againſt the meekneſs and compla 
ceney diſcoverable in another, ſo as not to yield 
at laſt? You will, in that caſe, by the ſtrength 
of your hnmility, have won your little friend, 
and gained, as the apoſtle ſays, à ſoul in ſome 


4 degree to virtue. This is what we had to tell 


you on the fubje& of humility. May God 
beſtow his bleſfing on it, for the fake gets 
Een ove" Lord; bee: LE FAS 
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2 TH OU, wh from heaven look i down wat 
A - Ra 
The humble heart to fee; 


That bleſſing of a humble heart, 
| Continue, Lordz to me-. 


Then, as at preſent, I 4 a} 
And precious in thy fight, 
uw my life long I ſhall be ſo, 


Vd heaven remain my right. TO” 
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ON FAMILY AFFECTION. | 
GENESIS. 5 xliil. v. 23. 
1 * | Peace be to Heu, fear not: 


A IS was Joſeph's ſalutation to his ents 
after they had fold him for a ſlave, and- 
were, by ſomething like a miracle, as one 
might call it, in his power. The ſtory is con- 
tained at large in Geneſis, and it affords us 
— proof on one hand of unbrotherly demeanour, 
* utterly oppoſed to that affection we have choſen 
| for the theme of this diſcourſe ; and on the 1 
other hand, of gentleneſs and love, when juſtice. 
and ſeverity were dreaded. Þ _ 
We ſhall therefore bring into one point of 
view, the ſeveral particulars of this affecting 
tale; for in the bible they are mixed with 
other matters; and when this is done, we ſhall 
conclude with ſome reflections tending to en- 
force the duty now in queſtion. 
juoſeph was the ſon of Jacob, who had 
twelve in all. He was the youngeſt of the 
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colours which de dub, in this 
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It appears, dear little friends. that Joſeph 


We ee come when they, to- 
gether with his parents, would en ben 
fore him. I Ris. Apen hapse gbd ebe bros, 
therly in Joſeph, but the notion 3 


founded: Joſeph's boaſting was one ſtep in 
that PIs — ene nich, by. 


175 might „ obtain. 4 | ſertlemen I BUR. 
Bart. W N ah sn 1 1th 
© Joſeph's brothers could not but rer 
dut they. conceived: the diabolica! 

ting him to death, while he po denn 
the country where they fed their flocl nd 


dee dre guilt, they, pi to, ee 
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The little Bonjdemini was not at Ae 
them in the country, or the ſcheme againſt his 
brother would not, very likely, have been 
planned; for he and Joſeph were both born to 
Jacob by à latter wife, and loved each other 
ſo affectionately, that, beyond all —— 
Benjamin would have revealed the treachery to 
his . but as Benjamin was abſent, — 
reſolved upon the perpetration of their crime. 
However, Reuben, who, it ſeems was not of 
ſuch a cruel temper as his brothers, wiſhed to 
ſave the unhappy Joſeph; but to bring about 
his purpoſe, ſeemed, at firſt, to favour their 
deſign of doing him, at leaſt, ſome miſchief ; 
and accordingly he counſelled them to ſhed no 
blood, but caſt him naked, and without ſup- 
port, into a pit hard by; from which, as we 
fſnould think, he nenen him en, | 
and fave his life. 5 
The ſtory intimates, „ dat "AH i 
to be abſent from his brothers after this, and 
as we muſt ſuppoſe on buſineſs ;' in the interval, 
4 company of merchants accidentally paſſed by, 
when Judah, who, though very wicked, was 


not quite ſo cruel as the reſt, reflecting 


they might rid themſelves. of Joſeph, and not 


kill him, took the opportunity to aſk his bro- 
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thirs what advantage they ſhould get by mur- 
der? Let us rather ſell bim for a ſlave, ſaid he, 
for, after all, he is our brother. This they did 
and Joſeph was delivered to the merchants, and; 
as providen * had ordered every thing to W 


about that great event it e medit 
carried down to Egypt. BIT. 

After this tranſeftion, Mink: being Py 
away, they took their wretched brother's coat; 
and ſmeared it here and there with blood; that 
Reuben and their father might ſuppoſe 
ſome beaſt had torn him. Reuben, when re- 


turned, was told of Joſeph's fate; he mournec 
his miſerable fortune, and perhaps ſuſpected 
ſomething, but omitted, notwithſtanding, to 
inform his father, which, no doubt, he thought 
would but have added to his ſorrow, had he 
only * that his brothers poſſibly had 


* he; beheld N= His family 
eſſayed to comfort him, but he refuſed: their 
conſolation. Jaſenh, my dear Joſeph, ſaid. the 
poor old man, ir torn in piecer. Ile is gone, 
and I ſhall never ſee his face again. I will not 
be conſoled. Nothing but death: fhall-end my 
lamentation for ſo well beloved a fon. of 


But 
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But let us now attend on Joſeph who;: by 
this time was arrived in Egypt, and re-ſold by 
thoſe that had firſt bought him, to an officer, 
called Potiphar, in Pharaoh's palace. Joſeph 
was a youth of virtue, added to his character 
for brotherly affection, as hereafter we ſhall ſee; 
and therefore God made all things appertaining 
to his maſter, proſper, while he had the manage- 
ment of matters as an upper ſervant; but tha 
wife of Potiphar, a very wicked woman, ſeeing 
Joſeph was a beautiful young man, would have 

: perſuaded him to do a crime that in its conſe> | 

| quences muſt have rendered Potiphar exceed- 
ingly unhappy. Joſeph's virtue made him aſk 
her, how ſhe could imagine he would do'/o great: 
à wickedneſs and fin, as he expreſſed it,  again/? 
God? This virtue irritated the abandoned wo- 
man, and ſhe told her lord, when he returned, 
(for ſhe had- ſeized the opportunity his ab- 
ſence held her out to tempt the youth) that 
Joſeph had attempted to commit the very crime 
which ſhe herſelf, e unſucceſsfully, had 
wiſhed him to commit. Whereon his maſter, 
in a rage and fury chat would not allow him 
to. examine matters, had the un b an 
put into the common 36g | | : 
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© Bar the Benelbiat conſequences of the you ng 
man's virtue followed, or went with him thi- 
ther ; and no doubt, though in a gloomy dun- 
geon, he beheld the daylight, we may ſay, of 
gladneſs, ſhining round him. Situated thus; it 
was not long before the keeper noticed his be- 


7 haviour, and was minded to allow him ſome 


5 authority; ; which, he accepting, bore himſelf 
with great 3 and Juſt as in his maſter's 
houſe, ſo here too, Wee, der Want well t | that 
Joop had to manage. 7 $158: e 
There were fellow ers with biss two 
domeſtie ſervants of king Pharaoh, who were 
both in cuſtody for ſome diſpleaſure done their 
maſter; and theſe ſervants, after they had been 
ſome little time deprived of liberty, dream- 
ed each a dream, which Joſeph, owing to the 
wiſdom God inſpired him with, interpreted; 
and, as he told them, ſo it came to paſs; for 
one 'of them was reinſtated in the office he had 
filled before-hand, and the other taken out of 
goal and hanged. "Relying on the certainty of Z 
his interpretation, Joſeph, when hi Win 
earneſtly beſought the former: to re mem gf + 
when! he ſhould” find himſelf reſtored to office; 
and fay ſomething in his favour when Wein 
vw" n for indeed, Said he, they 


% 
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me in the land of Canaan ; neither have I done a 
crime in Egypt to be put into this dungeon; Not- 
withſtanding which, the ſervant, as we a 
forgot him in his ſubſequent proſperity. 

But God's high will, together with the al. 
penfation of his providence, was not to be made 
void, or counteracted; and accordingly, king 
Pharaoh, two years after, had two dreams, 
which none about him could interpret, It was 
now the ungrateful ſervant recollected, as he 
ſaid, the fault he had committed with reſpect to 
Joſeph, and informed his maſter who he Was, 
and what he had done for him in the priſon. 
Joſeph, upon this, was ſent for to appear at 
court; and, being told the dreams, made an- 
ſwer, ſaying: d> not dreams belong to God? 
Who then but God can give the king an an- 
fwer? He will do ſo; and this anſwer likewiſe 
ſhall be one of peace. On this, he entered on 
an explanation of the dreams; which ſignified, 

that Egypt would be bleſſed with ſeven ſuc- 
ceeding years of plenty; but that afterwards, 
a ſeven years dearth, or famine, would prevail. 
of thoſe ſeven plenteous years to come, by lay- 
ing up the: corn in granaries, that when the 

famine came, — — not be a want of 
| | bread: 
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WO this buſineſs needed e diſcreet or 
| prudent” perſon to direct it; and what perſon 
could be pitched upon ſo fit as Joſeph? Joſeph, 
| therefore, was promoted, and became a lord in 
Egypt. Thus we ſee an opening made for the 
completion of God's purpoſe, and the _ of 
J oſeph recompenſed. 1 

I' be plenteous ſeaſon pale away; WG Juſt 


as every thing had been predicted, the ſucceed- 
ing dearth began; whoſe conſequences, while 


che Egyptians underwent Ino inconveniences, 
extended to the neighbouring regions, and were 
therefore felt in Canaan. - Jacob, and his fas 
mily, with every individual of the country, 
wanted bread. The previous plenteouſneſs in 
Egypt was a circumſtance, however, that could 


not be long concealed; and therefore Jacob, 


when he knew where corn was to be had, diſ- 
patched his ſons to Egypt, all but Benjamin, 
| leaſt miſchief ſhould befal him by the way; 
for Benjamin, as we have ſaid already, was 
_ he ſon of his old age, on which account he 
loved him greatly, and much more, ſince J i 
had been taken from him. 


It was neceſſary, when 3 to „ Bepre, 


they ſhould come before their brother Joſeph, _ 


2 and ſold to all the peo- 


ple. 


— 
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ple, They were introduced, but did not know 
him; though he inſtantly knew them. And 
now, imagine not, dear children,] oſeph gave 
.a looſe: to his reſentments at the interview. 
UV pon the other hand, ſo far was he from en- 
tertaining any malice in his boſom, or remem- 
brance of their cruel conduct, that the meeting 
moved him greatly: though the ſtory does not 
tell us ſo, yet his behaviour warrants us to ſay 
as much; for he contrived a ſcheme that would 
in future give them, every one, the greater ſatiſ- 
faction for the preſent trouble it occaſioned 
them; and therefore he aſſerted harſhly they 
were ſpies; and having brought them to ac- 
knowledge, what he knew already, that their 
father had another child, beſides themſelves, 
the little Benjamin, Which they had left behind 
in Canaan, he availed himſelf of that intelli- 
gence, and made them a propoſal, namely: to 
leave one by way of ſurety, and bring down 
their brother Benjamin; ar by the life of Pha- 
raoh, as he told them, are ye ſpies. Theſe terms 
they could not but: eomply with, and ſet out. 
Arriving at their e houſe, they told him 
the whole matter; Jacob's heart ſunk in him 
at the news; for he conſidered Simeon, who 
was left behind, as loſt, and charged them all 
=: a os | 
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Wich an intention to deprive Bind af this chil- 
een, oſeph, he un is dead; ſo too is Si- 

 meon ; "dead at leaſt. to me; and you wwould now 

tale Benjamin atvay : but he ſhall not go with you ; 
Far ſhould miſchief happen to him, ye ſhall 8 
down my grey heirs-with forrow tv the grave.” 
In this determination he remained till, in 
the end, a ſecond want of food compelled him 
to allow of Benjamin's departure; for without 
him would not any. of his children quit the 
place: but having got their father's leave to 
take down Benjamin, and having likewiſe every 
one received their father's bleſſing, which he 
gave. them ens: an e We ; "ry ay 
out. 

When 2 were come > to Han dich dood 
1 once again before their brother, they declared 
themſelves unhappy: in a. circumſtance which 


needs not here be introduced ; but he diſpelled 


their trouble, bidding them, as in the text, not 
c fear; ; and ſeeing Benjamin, his bawels yeattied 
upon him, for the reſt were but half brothers 
to him. He was fearful, notwithſtanding, he 
ſhould be diſcovered by his brothers, for as yet 


he had not heightened their diſtreſs ſufficiently 


to give them afterwards that joy and ſatisfaction 
iy affection bad! in view; ; and therefore he re- 


© | * tired 
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Gred i into his ber) and . gave a vt | 
to tears. 
Judge what . chew aſtoriilimevt have 


"hows when they diſcovered Joſeph meant to 
- feaſt them in his houſe. The dinner was 


ſerved up; they ſpent the day in mirth, and 
were diſmiſſed with corn: but being on their 
journey, certain perſons, ſent by Joſeph, over- 
took them, with a charge of having ſtole a 


' flver cup at dinner. Now this cup, good little 


friends, had Joſeph privately conveyed into the 
younger. brother's ſack ; and there, on ſearch, 
was it diſcovered. They returned again to 
Joſeph, who accuſed them of ingratitude, but 
on their ſubſequent behaviour, and on Judah's 
telling him how much the loſs of Benjamin 
would grieve their father, ſhould he not go up, 
ſo much, he added, as to kill him, Joſeph 


. could refrain no longer, but cried out, I am 
your brother] I am Foſeph !— _ 


But we purpoſely forbear the . dear little 
ns you may read it at your leiſure in 


the bible. You will find it move you; but 


the part we have already travelled over is ſuf- 
ficient to inſtru you in that brotherly and 
ſiſterly affection we intended in this ſermon to 
inculcate. You have ſeen, that notwithſtand- 

ing 
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ing na may very properly be called the bleed- 
ing cruelty which Joſeph's brothers did not heſi- 
tate to treat him with, his gentle nature faith- 
fully-preſerved an overflowing meaſure of af+ 
fection in their favour, ſo as to forgive their 
outrages, and to beſtow upon them all that 
good which his employment in the land of 
Egypt, where he .ruled with great authority, 
enabled him to do. What rational excuſe, 
then, will you have, dear children, if for little 
bickerings, which may ariſe among you; (for 
ſuch wrongs as Joſeph had occaſion to com- 
plain of, cannot, in the ordinary courſe of 
things, ſubſiſt in any of your families, you 
keep up an eternal war of animoſity, and grieve 
the ſpirit of your parents, who muſt unayoid- 
ably lament when they behold you otherwiſe 
than linked in peace and friendſhip with each 
other? Let us aſk you, whether to affli& them 
by ſuch conduct, is to ſhow yourſelves their 
children? All their efforts are directed to pro- 
cure you happineſs, and in their efforts they 
are animated by the hope and expectation of 
ſucceeding. What then ſhall we call that 
conduct which would wilfully an; ſuch 
hope and expectation?²20e.x 
Vol. I. F EET | 
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This, the duteous Joſeph, we are authoriſed . 
to tell you, never did: that probity which 
taught him to reſpect a maſter's claims, would, 
certainly, in caſe he had been tempted to deſ- 
piſe a father's rights, have made him reverence 
the grey hairs of him to whom he was in- 
debted for the benefit of life. And yet, poor 
youth, what did thy brotherly affection gain 
thee? Thoſe of thy own kindred, and who 
called thy venerable father, their's too, were ſo 
cruel as to ſell thee for a ſlave! And what did 
thy integrity procure thee ? Nothing but a gaol. 
Be you, however, comforted, dear little frjends, 
for certainly your brotherly or ſiſterly affection 
and integrity will not be liable to ſuch harſh 
treatment. Yield then to the model held you 
out by Joſeph : both your parents and yours 
ſelves will be the happier for it. 

And you too, that very probably may = 
favourite, may be more careſſed and loved than 
thoſe compoſing with you the ſame family, 
may be the child of your fond parents' age, and 
therefore, or for other reaſons, weighty as they 
think them, may be much more cheriſhed than 
the reſt that have proceeded from them, hear 

what ſort of conduct we would recommend you 
to purſue, We do not bid you. flight that 
greater 


po W 
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greater meaſure of affe&ion which is laviſhed 
on you, but exhort the abſolute reverſe. Yes, 
favourite of your parents, let their partiality be 
precious in your ſight, and do whatever you 
are able to become a greater favourite ſtill; but 
chink it, in the interim, your duty to convert 
this partiality of thoſe that love you, to the be- 
nefit of thoſe they ought to love as much. Do 
not, as Joſeph did, on more than one occaſion, 
and for which we cannot chuſe but blame him, 
twit them with the great aſcendency you have 
above them, intimating, they ſhall come to ] 
their ſheaves before you, but employ the credit you 
are happily poſſeſſed of, to increaſe their credit. 
And provided your fond parents make you up a 
coat of many colours, as an emblem of their 
love, freely diſplay it in your brothers? or your 
ſiſters' view; but add, be not afflicted at the 
abt, for, ſurely, I well fo A N that it ſpall 
A is l. 

We finiſh: and do thou, oh God, ben 
thy bleſſing on the words now ſpoken, ſo that 
they may benefit the hearers. Let the exhort- 

ation of thy ſervant Joſeph to his brethren, 
when he ſent them to bring down his reve- 
rend father, ſee ye fall not out with one another by 
the way, be likewiſe planted in the tender minds 
TE : of 
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of thoſe we preach to. Give tm of thy grace, 
to know how ſweet a thing it 1s for children 
of one family to live connected with each other 
in thy peace. So, nothing they may ſee ſhall 
be conſidered dearer to them than what others 
have ſuch conſtant feuds with—their own fleſh 
and blood. This exhortation of the patriarch, 
if thy grace enable them to treaſure in their 
minds, then, while, by honouring their parents, 
they enjoy long life, the good things of the land 
{hall be before them, -and reward their family 
affection : ſuch good things as Joſeph laviſhed 
on his brothers, (after having fixed them every 
one in Goſhen), in purſuance of his order, 
not to let their fluff detain them from returning 

with his father, ſince the good things of the land 
ſhould be before them. In the ſpirit of ſo liberal 
a promiſe, let theſe little ones enjoy thoſe 
bleſſings thou beſtoweſt on thoſe who live in 
unity with one another, for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt, &, 
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HOW ſweet, O Lord, how excellent, 
How glorious 1s the ſcene, 

When thoſe from the ſame parents ſprung, - 
Scarce know what quarrels mean! 


| They love each other; and, ſtill more, 
Their parents love as well : 

For where fraternal love is found, 
There filial too muſt dwell. 


This, the fond parents, day by day, 
With heart-felt tranſport view ; 
And every hour, amid life's cares, 
Teems with ſome Pleaſure new. 


Grant, of thy grace, O Lord, that we 
May each in his abode, 

Fill with like joy the heart of, thoſe 
From whom our life firſt low'd 


With this poor gratitude, at leaſt, 
Leet us their love repay; 
Nor be the cares they undergo 
For our ſake, thrown away. 
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Auch h is a a wear of the Ak. 


DOUBT EDLY it is ſo, Jo diſciples; : 
and perhaps, while we are giving you this 
information from another, you will think there 
needed not a Solomon to come and let you 
know as much. It is a truth, you have your- 
ſelves experienced, you wilt tell us.—We re- 
_ Joice you have, and hope that your experience 
Has been gained by undergoing what the author 
of our text went through; and that in conſe- 
quence thereof, you have ns ſome portion 5 
| of his knowledge. 
| You have laboured, you wil fay, fince laſt 
vacation; and conſider it high time you ſhould 
enjoy ſome reſpite from the wearineſs of ſtudy, 
and fee once again thoſe parents who ſo truly 
love and cheriſh you. It is a natural and a 
. commendable wiſh ; and they, we doubt not, 
think, 


7 


tween ther a a the. #5, : Ns | you 


their affectionate embrace. We 5 een 4 


only ſay, that being ct: „you wil 20 li | 
children ; and, 3 to . by 
that e Jou from a 1 


© Theſe wenn "x are. ee Gow the china 
chapter of his book of Proverbs; and what fol. 
low, ſeem not totally inapplicable to our pre- 
ſent ſubject. The whole verſe is: : 
maketh the heart fick'; but when the defire cometh, 
it is a tree of life, What then is their deſire, 
dear little hearers, when their hope of ſeeing 
you returned from ſchool, is gratiſied ? Need 
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we inform you Doudbtleſs, their defite is 
this' to o find you much improved in learning; 
and, as time adds daily "OY to reaſon, and 
converts what we call fondneſs, bydegrees, into 
affection, their defire, when you return, is to 
behold in that behaviour you put on, leſs child- 
like fondneſs, and more man or womanly affec- 
tion. In your infancy, they look for nothing 
but this fondneſs at your hands. Poor chil- 
dren! what would prove your ſtate, if more 
mould be expected from you? It is then ſuf- 
ficient, you hold out your little hands that you 
may take thoſe good things they are conſtantly 
beſtowing on you. We' may call' you little 
twigs, which every diy they water, for no 
other reaſon than becauſe their hands firſt plan- 
ted you. In your dependant ſituation, lies the 
charm that binds you to them; and your rea- 
dineſs to be for ever taking, recommends yo 
g to their kindneſs, ſince, on their part, na- 
ture teaches them a readineſs to be for ever 
giving. It detracts not from their love, that 
you remember only the laſt giver, and would 
fly into the arms of him that had moſt heart to 
give. It would be laying ſuch a tax upon your 
infancy as you could never pay them, were they 
to — you ſ — be —_— Therefore © 


has 


as your fondlnels all the cha 
without 
begin to put away the child, then they expect 
you ſhould: begin 60 put away the- things of ' 
children; and inſtead of _—_ flinging your 
fond arms about their necks, when they have 
greatly pleaſed you, 1 recourſe to reaſon; 


and debating with yourſelves, ſay thus, or to 


the following purpoſe: I am always reaping 


| « favours from my dear, dear father, and my 
- « dear, dear mother; how ſhall I find out a way 
% to make them happy, 1 775 ie _ 
e their kindneſs.” 

Of your duty to improve e in n fot 4. 
when your holidays commence, which will you 
know be very ſoon, your parents may enjoy in 
your ſociety that tree of life juſt mentioned, we 


ſay nothing here, except that if you have not 
been attentive to. that point already, you ſhould 
ſet about a ien for as e will 


be always children, ſo 


8 3 ; and from this remark; it flows 


never be beym too ate.” —_ 
namely, of adopting ſuch a conduct when 
home, as to rejoice the boſom f your parents 
by affording proof that, as your underſte 

i . 


1 of gratitude, | 1 
the merit of it: but, in time, as you 
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travels tori maturity, you are converting 
child-like fondneſs into man or womanly affec-! 
tion, as we ſaid juſt now ;—this other duty we 
elk wade the fubjoRt of our: e n. 15 
tion. | 
e W the et 
N is not only weariſome, but that it would 
retard improvement, is a truth that needs no ſort | 
of diſputation, You 'are therefore ſoon to be 
releaſed from ſtudy; and beforehand, you en- 
joy thoſe pleaſures which you know from ſure 
experience your beloved and loving parents wilt 
procure you. We are ſenſible, however, that 
ſome children cheriſh ſuch ideas of their holi- 


days, as rather ſpring from indolenee ; con- 


ceiving they ſhall be releaſed from tireſome 
leflons, than from any other motives. -Still, 
however, their imagination dwells upon the 
pleaſure they ſhall have at home through the 


: indulging medium of their parents; and in 


which they know their parents will themſelves 
be happy likewiſe to indulge them. pay _- 
Now from this, their diſpoſition, we ad- 
8 the motive that ſhould operate upon you, 
children, to conduct yourſelf in ſuch a manner 
as we recommend. Beloved Mary Ann, and 
you, no leſs beloved Henrietta, you are ſenfi- _ 
SOR ES rg ble 


| know ſhe never r lets you paſs AWAY. your. holi- 
days in idleneſs, but undergoes a great expence 
that you may ſpend a portion of them in aha ©: 
| buſineſs of improvement, —often, we repeat it, 
at the time neee has been with you, 
and communicating What ſhe erer him ca- 


pable to teach; agar th entered the apart: 5 


ment, anxious to diſcover you gave pert 
replies to every queſtion aſked you. Not ber 
tongue alone, but in a language ſo peculia 


them, have her eyes evinced the eee 0 


licitude within her, to diſcern you making ſuch 
a progreſs in the arts, as the « conceived would. 
ornament your perſon, a ſtill more, make 
your ſociety deſirable, Wee you: ſhould | > of 5 
age to mingle with ſociety: but when, we ; ſay 
not through perverſeneſs, but at leaſt thro' inat= 
tention to inſtruction, it ſeemed. loſt upon you, 8 
we have noticed ſhe would leave the room in 
tears, ſo great ſhe thought her diſappointment. _ 
Wonder not at this; for, as by nature you _ 
were framed to make all thoſe that once be- 
n fall in ee neee and 
| . brectnels, 1 1 


e 
ſweetneſs, ſo too you have every requiſite 1 
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| ee within the e a eu ſuch emo- 
what emotions . you ih 1 min! in 
ſuch a mother's boſom? Thoſe of exquiſite 


delight, or exquiſite anxiety? By children, of 
the common ſort in point of underſtanding, | 


had they ſuch a mother, no long time would be 
required to anfwer ſuch a queſtion. Never, 
more than from commenting on the way in 
which ſhe manifeſted her affection, have 1 
learned that in particular a mother's boſom is 


God' s work, and God's work only. So affec- 
tionate a parent!—Tf of thoſe that teach you, 
any one in private cenſures your behaviour, ſhe 


will ſhake her head and grieve. If he com- 
mends you, the will love him for the com- 
mendation, and rejoice. | 

Now this we ſay, dear little hearers ; name 


I, that all mothers in each point reſembld this: 
their tenderneſs is equal and but one; the vir- 
tue is alike in every heart; the colouring is 


the ſame, and nothing but the ſhades are dif- 
ferent. They all love alike: but do not ſhow 
the ardour of their love like one another. 
Neither, though perhaps there may be nothing 
in Fn world to equal 8 affection, ſhould 


you 


5 
1 


oo ones, you: wee: all hls: 4 3 are 
2 proofs of ne as well eee 


e more tender, but. 4 erer is D 


active; the affection of a mother may be purer, 
but a father's, ſtronge! ; and if fo, INFO. 
gations are you not, at this; culiar ſeaſon, un 
der, now, that you are juſt upon en 
leaving ſchool, to paſs a month or more be- 
neath 1 parents roof hat obli igation, 
we repeat, are you not under, to refrain from 
vexing, by your conduct, thoſe who vie with 
one another in ane . a nn N 
ſures? 

And what condi will nw this? Aliat 
purpoſe? You muſt make' it all your ſtudy to 
rejoice them by your conduct, and the reſt will 
follow. They are no taſk maſters : they will 
not require you to make bricks without firſt 
giving you the neceſſary ſtraw to burn them: 


this is what we call a figurative way of ſpeak-  _ 


ing, and it means, they will be far from U 


any hardſhips on you; for king Solomon in- 


forms us, in the chapter out of which our wow! 
bs S that i in matters of * God, our 
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. e lays no painful . on 155 : 
when he ſays:. « My ſon, by what J have juſt 
. writ, be thou admoniſhed; for of making many + 
* books due ſee no end, and much fludy is a weari- © 
«© neſs of the fleſh; ſo hear the ſum and ſubſtance | 
ie whol@lffair.. Fear God and cleave to 
1 his commandments ; this is man's ꝛbhole duty.” 5 
This, the wiſe man gives us as his notion of 
God's moderation in preſcribing his commands; 
and ſuch, we ſay too, is the moderation of all 
parents in preſcribing theirs; ſince in the mat- 
ter of a child-like conduct, every precept is 
reduced to this: „ dear little ones, give ho- 
1 nour to your parents, and be guided by their 
« will: this likewiſe is a child's whole duty. 
But to go a little further, if you wiſh we 
ſhould, into particulars; we counſel you, that 
when at home, you give a little of the day to 
ſtudy. Such an interval, twice taken from the 
year, not only keeps you from advancing in the 
work of learning all that time, but makes you 
as we ſay, unlearn what you had really obtained. 
Perhaps, two hours, or leſs to ſome capacities, 
and more to others, every morning, will ſuffice; 
and ſurely this is no great burden. Burden? Is it 
not a real recreation? Do you never find, that 
in the midſt of . you are reſtleſs or un- 


4 


— mote; ol 


happy. In addition to this little interval, thus 1 7 ] 


taken from your holidays, and ſet apart for ſtudy, = 
to enjoin you a behaviour full of - 
duty to your parents, and of kindneſs to. thoſe 


| 


brothers, ſiſters, and tene, you may 3 
away. the time with. Let not your "= 
rents hearts be grieved by thoſe too | 
bickerings and that jarring which prevail : 
relations, They deſerve a different treatme ; 


| bappy, and parti 
upon which account alone, if they. were not 
your parents, you muſt. o.] | 
be the only people you would make 
your preſenc, 3 
Do not think, dear children, chat this 2arnelt _ 
 exhortation-will do nothing farther that make 
one ſingle purpoſe only: for, provided 

you conform to theſe inſtructions during your 
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_ vacation merely, Joni in hn > ij 


rable frame of mind for going on to the obſerr- 
ance of all other duties. It is no ways likely 

you ſhould be good children for a month or 
thereabouts, and then no longer; but your 
goodneſs will extend itſelf much farther. © So 
too, is it no ways likely you ſhould be obſervant 
of your parents, or deſirous to afford them joy 
and ſatisfaction by that conduct you purſue, and 
have no other virtue; but from this. obſervance 
of your parents, you will certainly become good: 
brothers, or good ſiſters, good relations, or 
good friends, and fo forth. All the virtues 
love to dwell with one another; as do likewiſe | 
all the vices : ſo that any child, or other perſon, 
who can bring himſelf to keep but one of the 

commandments, is, on that account alone, | 
diſpoſed to keep the reſt: and thus too, may 
the obſervation of Chriſt Jeſus be explained: 
that, © he who breaks but one of the com- 
« mandments, does the ſame as he ww breaks 
«the whole.“ 

With this we take our . dear little friends, 
and cloſe the preſent ſubject. It has been of 
ſuch a kindas not to give us any opportunity of 
uſing that peculiar form of ſpeaking that pre- 
vailingly affects young minds, We own we are 
e =, 6G 


is important: ae, leſs than that of 2 


fome ſmall portion of your time in ſuch a man- 
ner as to prove in future beneficial to you; 
for you cannot (to repeat once more the obſer= 
vation) ſhow yourſelves at preſent duteous a 
obedient children, and not pro e h 
for chat ven reaſori, keller to k bee come 


tion uſe that portion of your time which. 
| has divided from the reſt, and ſet apart for e-. 
laxation, but by ſuch a uſage you "muſt lay a 
firm foundation for the proper uſe of that you 


ſpend at ſchool. And ſurely, you have thn 


. reaſon to employ your youth as well a 
you can; for be aſſured, a time will come ic 


nothing but the acquiſition of ſound knowledge 
and the exerciſe of virtue will afford you any 
 fatisfaction, How unhappy a conſideration 
therefore would it be, if you fhould ſee that time 


draw near, and be convinced you had not uſed 


your youth in ſuch a manner as to gain the leaſt 
degree of ſatisfaction. Shall your preacher 
frankly tell you that himſelf has not, at all times 


been ſo ſenſible as now he is, that in the end this 


time would come to him? And, though by the 
| Almighty” s 
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© Almighty s grace he did in ita 2 a0 
himſelf while young, to ſtudy, and had ſome 
affection for his parents, ſtill, dear children, 

he did neither duty as he ſhould have done: 
perhaps not half enough addict himſelf to ſtudy 


or eſteem his parents. God be, notwithſtand- 
ing, praiſed for all things, whoſe efficient grace 


has made him what he is; and only to that 
grace can he aſcribe it, that at preſent while 
be feels within him every thing ſpeed ſwiftly to 
decay, he is not wholly void of ſatisfaction. 
May the God, to whom by. virtue of your 
childhood you are precious, make you of his 
grace more ſtudious and more duteous; and in 

time, from contemplations of the paſt, may 
you enjoy more ſatisfaction. Be it ſo, through 
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IN all my little wants, oh Lord, 

_ To thee I will repair, 
And ſupplicate thy bounteous grace, 

With earneſtneſs of prayer: 

8 ſingle hour there cannot be, Th 
But I muſt ſtand in need of the. 
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: ell pleas'd'I make my ſtay, '  * 7 
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SERMON IX. 


ON THE GRACE or 60D. 


15 3 * 


_ GENESIS ii, v. a. 'E yg da = 
God be gracious unt. o thes m ſon. Uh 


TN this ſermon, dear diſciples, we weekene 
you with a much more efficacious motive to 
be virtuous, than in all we have already put 
together; or in any of the reſt that are to con- 
ſtitute this manual. True it is, indeed, your 
preacher, tenderly ſaluting thoſe he is ſo fond 
of, and even claſping them with ardour to his 
heart, might ſay with him from whom our 
text is taken, God be gracious to you ; but then, 
| What is he? A man without account lor eſti- 
mation, ſave indeed within a very circumſcribed 
or narrow circle. The idea is, that thoſe 
who have been educated in the ſchool of tribu- 
lation, or affliction, are moſt likely to become 
-proficients in the ſcience of ſalvation ; that is, 
virtue. But what fchool of tribulation has 
brought up the preacher ? Thanks be to that 
HOWE God 


— 


ſurely be the better for ſuch viſitations, 
. cher they be made in wrath or 


deſcription, we repeat, affectionately claſp you 
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cant pate to the og But what would you | 


fo eu 1; RE 19. 


wiſhes which: civility, e or, if re pleats po-. 


nagine of a man or woman who, embracing 
you with ardour, like a treaſure, and whoſe 


life had been a ſeries of misfortunes ſpringing 


from a certain principle of action, —what, we 
ſay, would you imagine, if, while ſuch a man 


could | diſpute the warmth of his affections, 


rected by the ſelf ſame principle of action, and 


pronounce this prayer in ſuch an energetic 
manner, as to ſhow he. thought he could not 


5 give you a more ſolid proof of his affection. 


No this queſtion may be aſked reſpecting : 


| wy few words that conſtitute the text, viz, 
May God be gracious unto thee my ſon... They 


are n ſalutation of that Joſeph you habe often 


This rings ſome fort, was his: only 


brother. Joſeph had ten more; but then Hie 


mother Rachael, was not theirs. The unhap- 
Py Joſeph, as you know, had been betrayed 


and ſold by their unnatural combination, and - 


for. thirteen ears, which nearly was the time 


ſince 


2 


happineſs. 


jamin for thirteen 


neck, he kiſſed him, and omitting every ſaluta- 
tion from amo | 


2 Na ſin tions meant, . 
if Joſeph, in the yearning of his bowels, had 
been minded to expreſs- his wiſhes more at 
large. Dear brother; dear, dear Benjamin, 
he would have ſaid, „you that alone I can 
« with truth account my brother, all the reſt, 
4 which is a circumſtance you little think of, 
. having cruelly conſpired to ſell me for a ſlave 
«my father trained me early to a life of vir- 
4 tue: I was taught to think of my crea- 
_ «tor in my youth; and Jacob loved me more 
e than any of his children, but yourſelf. "Thoſe 
4 Other children fold me for a ſlave ; and I was 
brought a ſtranger here into the land of 
« Egypt. I became a ſervant in the dwelling 7 
a of a lord: his wife, whom God forgive for 
« ſuch a crime as ſhe deviſed againſt her own n 
* fidelity, as well as my good charadter, 0 
* Which was the only jewel I poſſeſſed to re. 
© commend me, ſo that I might earn a 2 bit of * 
« bread, where Providence had fixed me as a 
a bondman,—Yes, dear Benjamin, I ſay his 
« wife contrived to get me thrown into a priſon. /- 
God, I thought, was preſent with me in that 
66 _— habitation z yer I could not but re- 
d iS * gret 
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wiſe have periſhed Me 25 
the land of Canaan. 


but then to ſeed the cravings of a famiſed fa. 
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tune, which has happened onee to any indivi- 
dual, it is prudence to conſide may befal ano- 
ther. Be it always preſent to your mind, and 
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os * a merciful or EFT TGA child re- 
«. cards it, he would then have ſhown the 
natural good temper ef alittle being, not yet : 
grown to manhood ; while, had he made uſe 
of ſuch an epithet as prudent, this would have 
been nothing but declaring his idea that a child, 
deſerving ſuch an appellation, would regard 
whatever coſt him money: but the prophet, 
uſing ſuch a phraſe as we have quoted, does 
not mean to ſhow the mercy of a ri ighteous 
man, as it ſuggeſts itſelf from intereſted mo- 
tives; for, in that caſe, he would certainly 
have. ſaid a cunning, rather than a righ mh; 
nor does he, by the expreſſion beaſt,” mean 
nothing but the creature he is uſed to ride 
upon; bis horſe, which is a creature generally 
treated with conſideration by its owner, not 
becauſe that owner is a righteous man, but 
merely from prudential motives: were it other- 

. wiſe, there would not have appeared the le 
neceſſity for ſuch a writer as king Solomon, to 
place among his proverbs, as a matter of in- 
ſtruction, what the world, before his time, was 
well acquainted with. His meaning was to 
ſhow that treatment every creature en to 
meet with at men's hands. er Ae e 
e e eee e e This 


tion of humility : for while eternal wiſ 
preparing for the 1 
nation, in the patriarch. - 


s the conſequence. of your fine 
« bearing to commit a ſin, as 


N 
* 


the Ro 


— ; 5 

0 6 ; 
wy, + 44 

RES, <2 
5 * 5x 4 
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. .« then, my days, oh God, ib thou thinkeſt ft; 


. for long enough ſhall I have lived, if dying, I 


become entitled to falvation, and am 
4 fundered from this world, that I may be 
15 unite a in another world to thee; for as St. 
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%. vom, * father, and dear mother, 
i eb; and notwithftanding you have fre- 
«« quently correced me, yet ſtill have I behaved my- 


7 hol I truft, with reverence to you : how much 
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, niare ſhen ſbould I not approve myſelf reſigned or 
Phage to. God's\ hand, when he corretts me? 
en * br 1 r + _ 3 2 5 


zus, with you; will remark upon'us; ſaying, We 
put ſuch a language, little ones, into your lips, 
8, at this preſent ſeaſon of your life at leaſt, 
your hearts can never be ſuppoſed! to j join with. 


The remark will be but true; and therefore, 


1 


. RCIA NT UA SD bs as 


— x =) a Abe — goa be ee bo Sh > 
f 


eee 


_ | — HERE OS ——ů—ůͤ— !ͤ«%«ͤ c «L —— —— 
FPFPEPAPEPAPPPP e SONIC 


CC 


CIS. 


= 


IMG, er ER AA GE IR IB VR EA Sent reno es 427 6 
4 [Ol we rr range aut) rv. pom 3 


n 
- 9 85 . a 


ec eee e. 


n 


8 1arly, de affe r 1 gr WH 
Father of all nature, condoſcerid +0 caſt Ane 


out pong him- Grant that, as till ngw th 
| haſt 1eſtablicheth; for our benefit, bis. throne in 
= Tighteouſneſs,! His heart may, in the trying mo- 
= ments df affliction, be eſtaþliſhed in thy peace. 
We would: approye ourſelves. fincerely grateful 


any; Lleffiog) — Grant, th 
An alin: may be und adden wih 
1 2 glory, and, of courſe, his happineſs, ma 


"mn be accomphfhed in him. Gladly would we, by 
92 our . eee ba. one —.— dow agen 
e che title and 4 

_ an the name and functions of father, Thau 

| E Anf ſee; oh God, on this occaſion, how-1 
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To thee, oh God, that here below — Eo 
Can'ſt fave, and none but thee, 1 „ A 
nce medicine if it da me good. = 
, at thy pleaſure, what it ſhould), „ 


IE ver. 


For fuccour will II 6s 2 


— he + -| 


en view me with a pitying eye, ee =_ 
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oth; 

On a ſick-bed whene er I lim AY 

And from thy holy place - 9 

| |: Cheer my ſick frame. or to adn aſs 3 


*. 


e 


4 
Wr 


var 


4 = 
n 


7 PRs 
gi 
1 Z ? 1 + 
» = 1 
- = 
3 i 4 
7 i | 
3 
111 
- 2 Lf 3 oy 
* = 4 
5 pp 5 << \ 
* 8 { 1 
4 ' 
$) 
+. 5 
« bo, = 


0 Shall I not fail to 


< 
A. 


= . 2 
5 , 2 


> 
2 
8 * 
> 
: - 
e 
* S Y- Je Sip 
4 # 5 * 
©." F 4 8 
F & 4 
FT $5 = 1 7 
F ” 
L 2 5 1 N 
0 g : i 
z "= f 1 
\ 
* Ld 
F * we a 
n oy ' 
8 ? 2 + * 
" --# 4 - 
7 3 
os | HY ; : 
1 2 4 5 . + 
3 4 S 
* 4 4 ; 4 
% 
E - 
* 
5 . 4 ef 
— ** * 
— 
0 


« 
* 
4 ” 

8 1 O% 

$ © Ss 
— 
- 
. 
- 
> 0 


8 


re 


* 
1 
5 1 
1 f 
by 
Ws 
£'* LN 
"a 
* 
* 
my 
- 1 
2 
8 
& 4 
5 
4 
8 
i . 


8 ; * 


. 
2 


non i an. 
— I ; 


72 $ 
F $5.4 
7 


witli „ 


2 ! . hy ,'Þ 
+ — x . 
. 5 | | ; 


Kü e 


5 Ss 4 


*. 
W S 7 
» 
a 
E 1 w * 4 — 
2 . ; 7 
dined? # hee Lions 4 ay 
1 
; 1 
. 

* 8 2 : . ' 2 
2 . #5 135 
. $15.0 5 5 3.7 411 

8 « — 
5 * * * 
* ; 
> 2 g > n 8 1 5 wet N 
* - 
bn 
1 
* 
＋ 9 *5 
Lag 
178 : ; : " pa 4 
Ld 4 Þ 
. 132 1 LA 
— 4 
n py p 1 
5 1 288 eld n 
; > F 2 eo > He SZ 
* 8 w# CE A LEW Fo we EL 


VL. 


* 
1 
* 
* 
— 
— 
* 
* 
* 
* 
; jou? 
* 
* 


* 
* 
A 8 SEP £1 5 
4 * 1 3 . I'S Bt 2 
id > — 2.42 * 1 3 
* * - Y 
I. % 2 A F 
x * LS 9 
11 15 & as 1 Y F 
* 285 "6 N 3 > 48 A q 
; : O hw 7 * s 
94 s 7 ; 
* 


W 1 71 
5 EN 4+ 
8 * 3 $4 nt = 14 ** 


3 N 20 2 ts 


3 7 2 ” * 1171 


2 * 
IO! 
5 4 * 


* 


* 


drove out of the poſſeſſed here ſpoken, 
any common ſickneſs ; and, in 
vil be a firiking leſſon 

nankind n ot only to be grateful for recove- 
y from a, ſtate of ſickneſs, but to ſhew their 
atitude ; in ſuch a manner as they ought. _ 


= 


* 


1 


. 
” * % - * 
« « * 
N 
— 
* 4 
OY 
„ 
« — 
8 - 
s * 
— , 
= 
o 
# 
- 
* 8 " * +» £ 
* £ 
4 bins 
* 
. . 
1 1% 
: 7 
y - * * "= 1 
1 " 3 ? IP? I : w 1 
8 8 * 2 N *. 
* 8 fo 


Mamas Hig 


June OA 


; 
4 
1 
5 

: 

; 
1 
; 
1 
1 
-N 
! 
i 


rr 


r 


Y 


Dr 3s , SI 3 5 = TS 
9 * 88 3 , Jpg 2 7 
3 * — N 
1 $57 * l n 
y 4 Fx ln * 2 2 
0 — ; $4 _ 
9 Sa! % * "A. a, 
. CE 4 Y oY 
ge: if bb 5 
ir 8 "0 3 3 
A * „ * * 
3 * 9 


eee in. 
and folloy wing ever ifrward the bleſſed author 
of His cure: but Jeſus Chriſt, undoubtedly re- 


5 tion i in — way, by; going home, . be | 
' ſhould ſhow how great aiblefling; he, had re- 
cently received from God. The man accord- 

ingly obeyed, and went his way; that he might 

publiſh through the city what great things the 
Ford had done in his behalf, eee 8888 | 
pity on his miſery, and healed him. 

Such too was the gratitude ak y Si. 

mon's mother, introduced in our preceding ex- 

hortation, Who nan J che, _— 


Wuaited on him. 


Learn then, tile ones, to imitate both\ theſs 
- examples,” when recovered” from he beko 
chat beforehand may he long © etaine 
and believe us, you have more 'occ vil z 
| perhaps you think you have, for Ri 9 , 
titude, even tough you ſhould not have been 
viſited by any actual illneſs, fince the fate of 
childhood is a ſtate particularly fubject to com- 
Plaint and ailment ; fo much ſo, that the Al- 
might) > providence is ſeen in nothing more 
than in the ran of * children. 
ni 


fo fine; and ſo forth, havie aum 
he 1 ban 5 (to inſtance one of many 


grown people; bu the veſſels of a child are fo 


the r next i ar tis 


be haken all 1 __ his veins rſt in 


Our preceding cue ed @ 
reſort to God when you were viſited with ſfick- 
neſs : but this duty, generally ſpeaking, is con- 
fined within a very narrow ſpace, becauſe the 


ration ; : but it is not Io, dear children, with the 
gratitude you ought to manifeſt, when you re- 
cover from paſt illneſs. Gratitude is, in reality, 


a duty to be paid as long as we remain in health; _ 
that is, excluſive of a very little ſpace of time, as 


long as we have life. This gratitude to God 
for health, fuppoſes an accompanying abſti- 
nence from fin ; for Jeſus, meeting one he had 


Vor. I. e . ad 


pay, apap 5 


—— Oo . 
on wet, > —_— -_— - 
nr Tens g 5 


on 
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the day preceding cured of an 1 ſaid to 
him, thou art now made whole: ſee, therefore, | i 
that thou n no more, Ie eft ſomething worſe befall 
thee... Hence, then, it is manifeſt, that ſin is, 
in reality, the cauſe of all thoſe multiplied diſ- 
orders that infeſt the human frame. There 
cannot be a doubt, dear children, but that ſin 
occaſions every evil in the world: of courſe, 
then, if the gratitude we owe to God for our 
recovery from a bed of ſickneſs, comprehends 7 
an abſtinence from ſin, in ſuch a caſe, by being 
grateful, we not only make ſome (| pecies of a- 
tonement, or amends, for our paſt 1 ſin, but ſave 
ourſelves from future illneſs: for if ſin, the 
cauſe of illneſs, be removed, the effect will 5 
ceaſe of courſe. _ 5 
Alas! the greater part among you cannot have 
| ſo perfect a conviction on the ſubject of this 
duty to be grateful for that bleſſing we call 
health, as ſome poor children have; becauſe 
vou have not yet been viſited with ſickneſs. 
Thus it is with all God's bleſſings; and, how- 
ever ſtrange the aſſertion may be thought, God's 
goodneſs is the cauſe of our ingratitude to God 
for all the good he does us; or at leaſt of our 
unmindfulneſs to thank him as we ought. You | 
- have, from day to day, your ſtated meals; you 
have 
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| have not therefore any notion of the miſery too 
many children undergo, that cannot get a meal. 
You are completely covered with warm rai- 
ment: therefore are you much leſs capable 
of knowing what hey feel in winter, who have 
ſcarcely wherewithal to hide their nakedneſs: but, 
though from being bleſſed with all good things 
yourſelves, you do not turn your thoughts upon 
the caſe of ſuch as are without them, that can 
be no reaſon, why you ſhould not do ſo. Now 
in all the bleſſings of the world, excepting that 
of health, a contraſt of thoſe bleſſings to the- 
oppoſite defects, leads natural y to the exerciſe 
of charity: whereas a contraſt of the blefling, 
health, with ſickneſs, naturally leads to tem- 
perance, ſobriety, and other habits that conduce 
to health, _ - 
F rom ſuch a motive as the following, e 5 
10 God, dear children, we could raiſe a proper 
notion in you, of your duty to be grateful for 
the benefit of health, beſtowed upon you from 
your infancy ; ſince then, we ſhould not have. 
one fear of working on you to perform that 
1 duty: for take notice what a difference exiſts 
1 between the characters of thoſe who fail i in the 3 
| performance of this charity, and ſuch as are de- 
> ficient, in the article of temperance , fobriety,. 
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and * virtues like them: for the veſt are 
only wicked; but the latter, wicked, and 


without a proper underſtanding likewiſe. To 


be underſtood in this, let us ſuppoſe as fol- 
lows: that a man omit to practiſe works of 


; charity, compaſſi on, and benevolence, what is 
he? wicked, we muſt own: but, as we ſaid 


but juſt this moment, only wicked: but ſuppoſe 
à man poſſeſſing a good conſtitution from his 
childhood, but neglecting to live temperately, 
ſoberly, and ſo forth, what muſt he be called? 


Is he a wicked man? Undoubtedly: for wick- 


ed, tho” it be to ſhorten the exiſtence of another, 
- It is no leſs wicked, by a want of caution in the 


article of living, to out ſhort one's own exiſtence ; 
fince no more can we give being to ourſelf, than 


any other perſon. He, then, acting as juſt 
now we have ſuppoſed, is wicked; but is ſuch 


| 


à perſon only wicked? No; but fooliſh like- 


wiſe. What then ſhall be faid of him, who 
Having felt the miſery of any malady, but being 
by God's mercy perfectly reſtored, goes back to, 


- thoſe exceſſes that occaſioned his firſt malady ? 


He muſt be doubly wicked ; and not only that, 
but doubly fooliſh likewiſe. Yield to ſuch a 
motive, tho' it be but of a human nature, and 
abſtain from ſin on your recovery from a fit 
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: of illneſs, which i is comprehended in the gra- 
titude of him, who in the text was. diſpoſſeſſed 


by Jeſus of ſo many devils. Yield we ſay, to 
ſuch a motive, from the fear of being thought 

defective both in virtue and good ſenſe: this 
policy or cunning happily may afterwards in- 
duce you to perform that charity and ſo forth, 
which, if you neglect, you will be only wicked. 
One more obſervation in the preſent part of 
our diſcourſe: this charity is ſuch a virtue, that 
it gains us the good will and approbation of our 
fellow creatures: therefore, if we do not pro- 
perly diſcharge it, we forego, by ſuch omiſſion, 
the good will and approbation of all, thoſe we 
have to do wich; ee omething 

A puniſhment upo1 
fidering matters in a 1 ſenſe, we- 
may not practiſe charity, benevolence ai- 
ſion, or the like, as We would dives 8 or 
go without their recompence: but he is woke | 
_ deprived of all excuſe, who fails in temperanc 
ſobriety, and fo forth; ſince high living, wit 
the love of liquor, and ſuch other vices, ruin 
every individual's health: and. there is no one fo. 
infatuated, but he looks on health as ſomething 
nn. in — es . do all 


* 


miete ... 


things to preſerve i ir, if his pleaſures did not in- | 


2 tervene to thwart him. 
© Conſequently, when we bid you ſhew a 


charitable difpoſition, when we'bid you imitate- 


the good Samaritan, who, lighted from his 
beaſt, bound up the wounds of that poor. Jew, 
who was not of a nation he could lawfully have 


any dealings with, and bore him to an inn, that 


he might get the hoſt to tend him, we do nothing 


elſe than wiſh you to provide for your own hap⸗ 


pineſs , on peril, not of being wretched as to 
matters in this ſtate of being, but of loſing ſo 
much happineſs as in another world is pro- 


miſed: now this happineſs not being viſible, 
may therefore very poſſibly be lightly prized; 
Whereas, when we inſtruct you to be temperate 


and the like, we do much more than in the 
former caſe, ſince we inſtruct you to provide 


for your own happineſs, on peril of ehduring 


every wretchedneſs in life, of which, as men 
have many viſible examples every day before 
them, they offend againſt good fenſe, by living 


ſo as to bring down ſuch wretchedneſs upon 


them, not to mention what will be the conſe- 


quence hereafter. And, dear children, would TE 


to God we could convince”you of the miſery 


inherent to a ſickly eonſtitution, by producing 
| | - one 


aw 
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one before © you, whoſe conſumptive frame, 
and broken voice, might be your monitor: by 
ſuch means, we ſhould. teach you more upon 
this article, than if we were to dae, NINE _ A 
| thouſand exhortations. e 
Be you grateful, Werse Be 4 
from the ſickneſs you may be afflited with: 
that is, abſtain in future from the ſins, or from 
the want of caution that before were the'occa- 
ſion of your illneſs: wait not to be thoroughly 
convinced of the importance of that bleſſing, 
health, till you are made acquainted with it, 
by a knowledge of its loſs. It would be well 
for many, if a want of health, when they are 
bowed beneath it, were the only miſery oppreſj— 
ſling them: but, on the other hand, a broken 
conſtitution is the mark in general of a vicious 
life ; the weakneſs of the body is an indication 
of the ſickneſs of the ſoul; and they who have 
their lives abridged or ſhortened, are but hur- 
ried from this ſtate of being, to make anſwer i in 
another for the ſins they have committed. | 
In the perpetration of this fin, what dike 
not been their malverſations ? Every limb has 
been converted from its proper office; and in- 
ſtead of being occupied in the praiſe-worthy 
vw ork of gloryfyin g God, has laboured to provoke 
- 5; bim. 


kim. Hitherto, n e Lok 
rendered up your bodies ſervants to uncleanneſs 
and iniquity, yield up your bodies now to rigb- 


. © Jeeuſneſs: for what can be more equitable, than 


that having hitherto employed your tongue per- 
taps, in taking the Almightys name in vain, 
us is expreſſed in the cemmandments, you 
mould henceforth uſe it in the act of bleſſing 

the Almighty? that, til now, fo diligently 
having carried. ug and deren the livery of the 
world, together with the pomp and pride of 
Fiches on your body, you ſhould henceforth wear 
the modeſty of Jeſus Chriſt with his humility ? 
chat having ſet your body up in ſome ſort as an 
idol to be worſhipped, you ſhould dedicate your 
Dody, for the future, to God's worſhip ? and 


tat having vilified your underſtanding, by em- 


ploying it on contemplations utterly unworthy: 
of its immortality, you ſhould, for the remain- 
der of your life, devote it to the ſtudy of ſuch 
objects as become its immortality, according to- 
the ſame apoſtle's precept ; glorify the great crea- 
tor, in your body, and your ſpirit, which are His? 
We cannot end this exhortation without one 
remark : that notwithſtanding health muſt be 
conſidered as a bleſſing, ſicknefs is in many caſes, 
not leſs ſo ; and more particularly when befalling 

thoſe. 


4 ö * 


on HEALTH W 201 


dee kee. Thoſe ought. not to com- 
plain ſo much when God's afflicting 
3 for a perfe& fate js" health 
muſt be confeſſed ſo: very charming, that too 
many men, if they have only-that have every 
_ worldly. joy in their poſſeſſion : and: in ſuch a 
Nate of eee good. things, are they ſo very 
Kkely to reflect upon the good things of another 
world ? Nay, does it not, at times, pervade the 
imagination of ſuch men, that the ĩdea of another 
world is all a fooliſfi notion? In the height of 
their ſound health, they are induced to fancy it 
a recompence of their good conduct: they con- 
fider, that among the many evils of this life, 
they ſhould have leſs good health, if they had 
leſs integrity; and that the Almighty muſt be 
certainly well pleaſed with them, ſince they 
have ſuch good cauſe to ve well Ss with | 
him. 
Buch are the thoughts hos entertain why 
health appears in every region of their coun- 
tenance : but ſee them on a bed of ſickneſs, and 
what then will very likely be their thought? 
The language they may then be brought to 
utter, will inform us: for if any thing can work 
a cure in their ideas, HO will; and by de- 


_— | _ 
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grees, like Hezekiah, in the vight an thintiedd. 
of Iſaiah, they will probably be brought to hold 
communion with themfelves, as follows: I 
be removed from hence, as ſpeedily as ſhepherds 
Arile their tents, and go from place to place. Ex- 
actly like the dove he ſpeaks of, will they 
meditate upon the greatnefs of their ſins; and. 
as a ſwallow or a crane expects its on, but 
| which does not come, heir eyes will fail with 
A looking upward: "Fo their teror, will ſucceed: 
: ideas of religion, hope or truſt.; and if God's 
grace but ſanRify their ſickneſs, they will come 
at laſt to ſay : Behold, for peace I was di ſtreſſed 
with bitterneſs ; but God, in his affeftion_ towards 
my: ſoul, has ſnatched it from the pit, and caſt my 
ins behind him: therefore will I fing my fong of 
thanks upon a ſtringed inſtrument of muſic, in his 
Holy place, while I have being. This muſt be 
the probable effect of ſickneſs with ſuch men; 
for ſickneſs is more likely to induce ſo falutary 
an effect than health; their body's health or 
pleaſure, in a word, is to their ſouls a ſtate of 
[ſickneſs or diſtreſs; and only by a ſickneſs or 
diſtreſs of body, can their ſouls be viſited with 
; health or pleaſure. 
* With reſpect to you , dear little 8 Eg this 
notion, chat the W health, is f to ſo many, 
49 8 while 
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while their only ſafety is in ſickneſs, . not 
to afflict you; for the good things of the world 
can never be pernicious, till ſuch time as we 
| have grievouſly abuſed them. Carry, therefore 
with you, on your journey forward in the road 
of life, that innocence which is peculiar to the 
preſent ſeaſon of your childhood; and not only, 
then, will ſickneſs ſeldom be your portion, but a 
ſtate of health will prove the greateſt earthly bleſ- 
fing you can be endowed with. _ you never 
know the afflicting hand of God in ſickneſs}: 
your ſong in childhood, youth, and man, 
or womanhood, when human beings are moſt” 
ikely to exclaim with David, In my proſperous” 
fate, I ſaid, I never ſhall be moved, although 
they do not add with David, thou, O Lord, haſt 
made my hill ſo ftrong,—in childhood, youth, 
and man, or womanhood, we fay, dear children, 
may your ſong addreſſed to the Almighty be 
the ſame as David's, namely «© Through thy 
% mercy, oh my God, have I been holden up 
* continually, ever ſince the moment of my 
« birth ; and thou art he who took me out of 
my dear mother's womb : my praiſe ſhall be 
1 forever of thee :” and not only this, but when 
the time of your declining itate draws nigh, 
May you, with David, likewiſe fay : “my fleſh 
| | 8 „ Land 
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«and heart both bai m; or, ater pt. 
J ſee all periſh round about me, and within, 


t begin to feel decay; but thou, oh father of 
4 all creatures, art my fleſh. and my heart's 
«ſtrength, together with my lot and portion 
through eternity: and in this ſeaſon of my life, 


| Lee that hill, of which thy mercy has ſo deeply 


ſettled the foundations, every day grow ſtronger 
Mill. Be this, dear children, all your ſuppli- 


cation, boaſt, and glory; and thro' life may you 


encounter no affliction, nor in death regret the 


empty pleaſures of the world; but be convinced 


that ſuch a time is come as will invite you to 
exchange the tranſient entertainments of this 
world, for the eternal glories of another; and 

impreſſed by ſuch conviction, may you ſay to 
thoſe about you, with a woman, one who was 


the preacher's mother, I hen you fee my laſÞ 


breath go, praiſe God on my account, So be it 


= the lake of * Chriſt, &c 


THE 


THE 


M * boſom bus 
With joy my ſenſes bound: 2 
My ſpirits run their round: 
My blood o'erflows ; 
Pleaſure looks out in miles new ch. 


Not lately bn. 2; ; > 


For languid droop'd my head's = 


All joy was from me fled 2 
My pulſe beat lows - 


Quench'd almoſt was my vital flame, N 80 


And mk chill hand had ſeiz'd my frame. 


- Who then has wronght | 
Within me ſuch a change ?— 
To know, I need not range 
Through many a thought: 
It was the God who all ſuſtains, 
That has pour'd health into my veins. 
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Let me then ſhow 
My ſenſe of ſuch a gift: 
And grateful praiſes lift, 
From earth below, 
My ſoul to him that rules above 
For fo much overflowing Love. 
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SERMON XV. 
| e iv. by 2. | 
Who Was deformed for our offences. 


UR « diſcourſe on e ns 
you, dear companions, of the ſeveral 
matters needful, in our notion, ta the know- 
ledge of the plan by which Chriſt Jeſus took 
upon him to redeem mankind from fin; and 
| brought the ſtory of it down to the ce 8 
birth. In this diſcourſe, and that which fol- 
lows it, we ſhall purſue the hiſtory, till Jeſus i 
died upon the croſs; explaining what he taught, 
and by what miracles he proved ſo fully his di- 
vinity ; as alſo what thoſe miracles were meant 
to teach us: for unhke the miracles of Maho- 
met, and other ſuch impoſtors, who have inſti- 
tuted what they called religions, and whoſe mi- 
racles were only proofs of power, even had they 
been effected, thoſe of FA. Chriſt have all a 
| | moral, Wo 
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moral, and aſſiſt his doctrine greatly. 
theſe miracles, when we have travelled _ 
the hiſtory of our Saviour's life, or thro” a part 
thereof, we ſhall relate together, and as near 
the order they were wrought in, as we can ;, 
altho* their order is a matter of but pant con- 
fequence. 
Firſt then, when he was e days old, his: 
parents brought him to Jeruſalem, and had him 
circumciſed ; for Jeſus Chriſt was to accom- 
pliſh the whole law of Moſes, being, as he 
was, a Jew : but in the Aw of Moſes, it was 
orderec᷑ that a Iamb ſhould be the ſacrifice ; or 
if the parent were ſo poor, ſhe could not o 
up a lamb, that then ſhe ſhould preſent two- 
pigeons ; which accordingly the mother of Chriſt 
Jeſus offered, who was very poor : for, little: 
friends, you will diſcover that in every action of 
the Saviour's life, this poverty appeared, be- 
cauſe the faith of chriſtianity was to be propa- 
gated by the poor, that God alone might. be 
confeſſed the author of it. 

Jeſus Chriſt was king, as you have BOY, 
heard it mentioned, of the Jews. Now Herod 
was appointed tetrarch, that is, ſovereign of 
Judea, which the Jews inhabited; on which 
hunt, he feared that Jelus, * when grown vp. 

to 


40 man's eſtate, would ſpoil him of his 


pire. He determined therefore to.deſtrof him 3 


and enquiring where he ſhould be born, was 
told in Bethlehem. To Bethlehem, he therefore 


| ſent wiſe men, as they were called, pre 
that when they had found him, he would alſo 


come and be a worſhipper. But theſe wiſe men 


were warned by the Almighty in a dream, and 


did not bring him back the tidings he ſo want- 


ts he was therefore much e and ſent 


* 


forth ſoldiers to kill every infant child in Beth - 


lehem; of which number he ſuppoſed the object 
of his jealouſy would be: but God, befo 
in another dream, had warned his parents to de- 
part for Egypt; ſo that Herod's b 
with reſpect to Jeſus, was prevented: and ĩ it was: 
not till the death of Herod that his parents, bei 
once more warned by God, returned with Jeſus 

and eſtayliſhed their abode at Nazareth, in Ga- 
Klee; that ſo the prophecy might be 
which ſaid he ſhall be called a Nazarene.” , 

_ Twelve years of the redeemer's/life elapſed 
before the Teſtament again makes mention of 
him; but at that extremely tender age, when 
de was at Jeruſalem, to which his parents 
every year were uſed to 80, ee 


— 
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turn, and entered into diſputation with the. 
doQtors in the temple. It was no long time 
before his parents miſſed him, and came back. 
"When he was found, they taxed him with a 
fault in thus afflicting them: but he replied, 
Why did ye ſeek me? Knew ye not F. muſt per- 
form my father's buſineſs? After this, however, 
he returned with them, and ſhowed himſelf a 
Ovf2gus Ion, 7 increafng, as & the ſcripture; ſays, in 
wiſdom, and in ature, and i in ee e WW! th | 
God and man. g | 

Here eighteen other years go by, when 
Jefus, who had entered now upon his thir- 
tieth year, or nearly ſo, was to begin his mi- 
niſtry. Accordingly, about this time, St. John 
the Baptiſt, who was nearly of an age with 
Jeſus Chriſt, and ever ſince his birth had made 
His habitation in the deſert, ſhowed himſelf as 
what was called our Lord's fore- runner, to 
prepare men's hearts for his reception. So di- 
vine a perſonage as our redeemer, could not but 
require a ſingular forerunner; and the Baptiſt 
was no common man; for he was poor, as all 
the followers of Chriſt Jeſus were, and had be- 
ſides his raiment of a camel's hide, while what 
he lived upon were locuſts and wild honey. 
| _ w — of Judea hurried to the wilder - 
| neſs, 
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neſs, where John baptifed: theta and the 
Prieſts and Levites from Jeruſalem came like- 


wiſe to inform themſelves who this new cha- 


racter could be; for all the Jews about this time 
expected the Meſſias, and ſuppoſed it might be 
John, tho' they imagined he would come in 
Power and grandeur, like an earthly 8 prince: 
but John denied that he was the Meſſias; in 
compariſon with whom, he openly profeſſed 
himſelf ſo much the inferior, Hs he was not 
worthy to ſtoop down and looſe his 


With this reply, the Prieſts: and Levites leit 


him; and next day, Chriſt Nan came himſelf 
to be baptiſed; whom John b beholding, inſtant- 


Iy declared he was the very perſonage he had 1 


"Baptiſt, on account of his unworthineſs, would 


not baptiſe the Saviour; but the Saviour told 


him it was meet he fhould fulfil all right- 
eouſneſs; for we muſt tell you, little friends, 


that for the future, baptiſm was ordained to ſet 


aſide the painful rite of circumciſion ; and Chriſt 
Jeſus gave an, inſtance of obedience in himſelf. 
_ Chriſt Jeſus having made this anſwer, John 
baptiſed him; and behold! as he was coming 

up out of the water, his almighty father's'ſpirit; 
in the likeneſs of a dove, deſcended on him; 


and 


| 


and a voice from heaven infornjed- che ane 
by, that Jeſus Grit was his beloved ſon. 
Now this deſcent of the almighty's ſpirit on 


Chriſt Jeſus, had been previouſly revealed to 


John the Baptiſt, as a ſign by which he w 
know the Saviour. * 

Jeſus being thus repleniſhed with his father's 
Spirit, or, as ſcripture ſays, the Holy Ghoſt, of 
which this baptiſm, that is dipping, tho' by rea- 
Fon or the tenderneſs of infants, we now only 
Jprinkle them with water, is a type or token; 
was compelled or driven into the wilderneſs, 
that he might enter on his miniſtry. * giving 
us a rule for our behaviour under all temptat 
ons; which temptations, - as Sl 4 
fail mankind in life, Chriſt Jeſus has inſerted in 
that bleſſed prayer he taught us, namely: lead 
ut not into temptation; or as ſome, with more 
propriety tranſlate it, "OP us not un We. 
© are tempted.” _ 

. Jeſus therefore e faſted — days when 
zn the wilderneſs, at laſt grew hungry; and 
che tempter taking this occaſion to ſeduce his 
virtue, or be certain who he was (for what he 


had in view we do not fully know), came to 


him, ſaying: if in truth thou be the ſon God, 
eanvert theſe ſtones to bread: but Jeſus told him 
kt i : < it 


\ 


oN 600D/ nr. 


r nun ſhould mt ſubſt ji 
alone, but every word proceedi 
mouth ; by which he meant e manl 


hearth in the time of poverty, which poverty is 
ne by multitudes that hardly can get 


ur 
tread” to eat, they muſt not think they may 
ſupply their wants by * 3 mode 1 in mths omen 
the will of God. cole 4 

The tempter, ending his firſt effort fruitleſs, 
next procee 


mountain, round about whoſe baſis every king- 


dom in the world, with all its glory, was extend- 
ed. Pointing out this proſpect, he aſſured. 


Chriſt Jeſus, „he would give him what he 


« ſaw, provided he fell down upon his knees 


4 and worſhipped him: but Jeſus anſwe 


hope of bettering our condition in-the world, 


which is a powerful motive with the generality 
of men, ſhould tempt us to enrich ourſelves by 5 


what his providence does not allow. 


The evil ſpirit having failed in this tempta· : 
tion too, had now no more than one remain- 


Ing nn he * Chriſt Jeſus to 


2 pin- 


ng from Gets 


ded by that power which, as a ſpi- 
rit, he poſſeſſed, to waft Chriſt Jeſus thro! the 
air, and place him on the ſummit of a lofty 


i is written thou ſhalt worſhip God, and ſerve him 
only : andby this he meant to teach us, that no 
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2 a or ſteeple of the W at Jeruſalem, 
and ſaid: leap hence at once for being ſuch a. 
holy man, thou haſt no hurt to fear : for David. 
tells Us, God ſhall give Bis angels charge of i every 
virtuous character, and in their hands they ſhall 
fupport him, left he daſh his foot againſt ſtone; 
but Jefus here again, made anſwer, fay- 
ing: get thee from me, Satan ; fr as well too is 
it written in God's word: thou ſhalt not tempt 
De lord. And ſaying this he meant to teach 
us, that mankind are not to try how far the 
providence of God will go in ſaving them 
from dangers, which they never r need. en 
themſelves to-underes.;;. 5-5-5 2 
With this, the trial ended : Sang ba 
baffled, left Chriſt Jeſus; and in approbation 
of his virtue, God ſent angels to A * 
comfort him. | oe 
Our Saviour, after this; called ſoyeral di- 
ciples; and began to preach repentance. - Of 
his preaching, Matthew has recorded a whole 
ſermon. It informs us who are bleſſed; the 
poor in ſpirit, meek and merciful : the afflicted, 
pure in heart, and thoſe promoting peaceamong 
mankind: it mentions, that the preacher, or 
Chriſt Jeſus came not to aboliſh, but fulfil the 
law of Moles : : it explains who thoſe are that 
—_—_ 


- 
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e e the Gxth and ſeventh command. = 
ments: tells us what it is to [wear : exhorteth | 
us to. ſuffer wrong: to love our enemies, give 
alms in ſecret : it contains a form of prayer, 
| deſcribes a proper way to faſt: adviſes us to 
entertain no. over- anxious cares for worldly 
things; and puts us on our guard againſt raſh | 

judgment. After this, at different times, young 
children were brought to him: he received and, 
| bleſſed them. He evinced his gracious diſpo- 
ſition. in relation to the. adulterous woman, 
whom the Jews had brought before him ; ; for 
he bade all thoſe that had accuſed her, if them- 
ſelves were void of ſin, to ſtone her :. but they 
felt their conſciences rebuke them ; and with- 
drawing from the place, they left the woman 
with Chriſt Jeſus, who was fatisfied with 
bidding her depart, and fin no more. He took 
occaſion on another opportunity, to let his 


hearers know that God accepts our alms, * 


they are only in proportion to our means; by 
ſaying, that a certain widow, who had juſt 
before put two ſmall mites into the treaſury, 
had caſt in more than many wealthy people, ; 
who had given much ; becauſe the firſt had ka 
offered all her living, and the laſt a very rrifling _ 
part of their e On his journey 
through 


— 
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through Sana, the inhabitants of which 
Vere hated by the Jews, and theſe by them, he 
| entered into converſation with a 1 _- ny 
well called Jacob's, begging her to give him 
. drink out of her veſſel; and ſo wrought. en 
mee woman's heart, in conſequence of what he 

; Said on her refufal to oblige him, being as he 
was a Jew, that he converted her, and many of 

her countrymen to God. Theſe condeſcend- 

ing ſervices, and many more, did Jeſus, for 

the ſpace of three whole years, perform; but 

often took occaſion to upbraid the Scribes and 
Phariſees with their hypocriſy, who, therefore, 

and becauſe the mean appearance of the Savi- 

our ſcandalized them, ſtirred up che whole 

- Jewiſh nation to deſtroy him. 

It is now high time we ſhould preſent you 
with a brief enumeration of the Saviour's mira- 
Cles : his firſt was that of turning water into 
wine, at the ſolicitation of his mother, when 
they wanted liquor at a marriage feaſt, where 
1 doth himſelf and ſhe were preſent. Poſſibly 
there may not be a moral couched beneath this 
wiracle, which hardly can be ſaid concerning 
any of the reſt ; it was however neceſſary, ſince 
the feaſt ſtood ſtill, for want of wine; and 


— our Lord _ think this opportunity 
20 
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and his diſsples were.  Hetaiſct: from de: 
daughter of one Jairus, in ee mk ng 
the Jews.” He drove a legion, that is, Warm 
of devils, out of two unhappy men, and let the ws 
devils enter into and poſſeſs a herd of ſwine, then 
ſeeding not far off; on which the herd ran 
violently down a precipice, and periſhed i in the 
ſea: and this was done perhaps to puniſh thoſe © 
who did ndt keep the law of - Moſes, that pro- 
| hibited the Jews from having any thing to do 
with ſwine's fleſh. He reſtored to health a 
multitude of people, not refraining rom fo leg 
a work, upon the ſabbath, which the Jews 
affected to take umbrage at: but Jeſus ſhewed* * 
them that all works of charity might be per- 
formed on ſuch a day, which, as he ſaid, was 
made for man. He had been preaching to five 


thouſand men, beſides the women and the 


children with them, and conſidering they ein 
far from home, in his compaſſion. fed them 
with no more; as Luke informs us, than five ? 
common loaves and two ſmall fiſhes: but 
r. IJ. Which 
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3 loaves and fiſhes. he . 5 \ 
wonderous quantity, that after all were ſatiſ- 
fied, twelve Wa full of broken: bits re- 


he ſent the multitude n and likewiſe his . 
- diſciples after, in a ſhip, while he withdrew to 
pray: but in the interval the ſhip was toſſed . 
about by waves; and, therefore, Jeſus Chriſt _ 
went to them, walking on the water. The 
diſciples ſeeing Jeſus, were afraid, ſuppoſing 
him a ghoſt: but Peter, full of faith, when _ 
eſus told him it was he, cried out, F it be 
thou, oh Lord, let me come to thee on the water : * 
which he did, and both Chriſt Jeſus and himſelf | 
came inſtantly on board the veſſel, At the 
pool, or fiſh-pond of Betheſda, on the ſabbath- . 
day he healed a man that had been eight and 
thirty years afflicted with a ſpirit of infirmity: 
and next day meeting with him, faid, Hehold, 
thou art made whole : fee therefore that thou ſin 
no more, left ſomething.-worſe befull thee : from 
which words of the redeemer, it is manifeſt 
that ſin is the occaſion even of our bodily. diſ- 
tempers. He reſtored the daughter of a woman 
who was not a Jewels, after having ſeemingly 
rejected her ſolicitation, ſaying, he was ſent to 
— Uracl only, and comtidered it not meet to fling 
away 


8 2 


away the children's e ins d might 
Catch n up; t > which ſhe anſwered: 2 and 
pet thi very dałs n 
throtu away; which anſwer ſo prevailed with - 
Jeſus, when he thought of the hun nd 
maodeſty expreſſed therein, that he td as 
follows: Great, oh woman is thy faith: be it 
unto thee eden ut thou wile; in conſequence of 
' which, her child that very hour was cured. 
There are yet many miracles to come, but 
we have made our ſermon lon enough already ; - 
and ſhall therefore give you the remainder. in : 
our next: the matter being too diffuſive for one 
exhortation. For the preſent, therefore, we 
diſmiſs you, little ones; and may the grace of 
God ſo bleſs 'thoſe words which have at 
preſent been addreſſed. to your attention, that 
the ſacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt, who was delivered, 
as the apoſtle f fays, for your offences ; +; yur 
offences we repeat, not actual very probably, 
but thoſe in which you were conceived, may 
not be loſt upon you, Hy 128 von at 
| Lord, to whom, Kc. 117 
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THE HYMN, 
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WHEN rife from the bed of V0 
| O'erwhelm'd with guilt and fear, 

1 ſee my maker face to face, 
Oh how ſhall I appear, 


17 yet while thy great mercy may 
Succeſsfully be ſought, 


My heart with inward horror firinks, Y 


And trembles at the thought? 


But thou haſt told afflicted minds, 
Their ſins when they lament, 

The timely tribute of their tears, 
Shall endleſs woes prevent. 


Then view the e, of my miley F” 
Behold my contrite ſtate '2 

And hear my Saviour's dying groans, 
To give thoſe ſorrows weight, 
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or never ſhall my ſoul deſpair, 
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ROMANS iv. v. 25. 
M bo was delivered Wo: our efences 


TE 3 ith delay, to the con- 
_  cluſion of thoſe miracles the Saviour 
. no: leſs for our conviction. than the 
benefit of ſuffering individuals: and the next | 
we are to ſpeak of is, the reſtoration of the 
widow's ſon at Nain, where the youth was 
carrying out as Jeſus came into the village; 
after this, he 'fed four thouſand people, and 
fuch women with their children as attended on 
his preaching, having ſcarcely more than when 
he fed, as we have given you to underſtand 
already, the five thouſand; Next in order, 


comes the wonderous draft of fiſhes, when 


St. Peter, after having with his partners all 
night long, employed their nets, and taken 


5 votlung, now incloſed ſo great a number, that 
4 9 
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ke won ght his 


refſel, and 
chor by it, . would be 0 nk ie 
ſtrous weir a New follows w 


A mon- 
at Js _ 


* 


deſcribed: it, | Zeus 


ſr Sen en in 
and John ; hems laſt, is eee called the well 


form and faſhion- of kis 
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of tribute pn. Certain ah came to 
him, for a tax impoſed on every head: the value 
ol the tax was a didrachma, near about the ſum e 


of two ſhillings and ſix-pence ſterling: but 
_ Chriſt Jeſus had not wherewithal to pay this 
tax; for he was very poor in point of worldly 
goods; fo poor, that many of the earlier writers 
living near his time, aſſert, he lived on charity; 
and yet, though he was poor, he would not 
\ hold out an example of refuſal, leſt mankind, 
from that example, might ſuppoſe their want of 
loyalty to Cæſar, or the reigning prince, would 
be excuſed by the Almighty. For that reaſon, 
. he performed a miracle, by: bidding Peter go 
and caſt. 4 hook into the ſea; when he ſhould 
find A piece of money in chat fiſh's mouth he 
happened to catch firſt. He did ſo, and there- 
with diſcharged the tax ie * and 
himſelf. 3 
Io this enſued 3 that, we ſhall find, 
was to be followed. by its conſequences. There 
were living in a place called Bethany, one Mary, 
and her ſiſter Martha, with their brother La- 
zarus; and Jeſus loved them all. This La- 
Zaxus was taken ill; of which his ſiſter Mary 
ſent Chriſt Sus notice : but it looms, he 
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ſhortly. His diſciples, therefore, Aeg ig got 
8 an halls they ſet him on it; and when n thus-pro- 


; y.amultitude; who ede en = 
ments on the road, cu down branches from 
the trees, and ſhouted all the way: Hoſanna 
t the ſon of David! bleſſed is the king of Iſruel! 
: As his crucifixion now was nigh at hand, he 
framed himſelf to meet it as he ought; and 
5 having eat the paſſover in company with his 
_ -—  » diſciples, he was minded after ſupper to afford 
them an affecting leſſon of humility, and there- 
fore took a towel, girt himſelf therewith, and 
waſhed their feet, exhorting them to do each 
other theſame ſervice: but this condeſcenſion 
Was ſo far from having any influence on the 
heart of one of his diſciples, called Iſcariot, 
that to ſatisfy . his avarice, well knowing how 
| | the prieſts and-levites were affected, he con- 
=. - ceived the horrible determination of betraying 
him; and therefore, going out, agreed to do-the 
= . buſineſs for a very trifling ſum. Chriſt Jeſus, 
IJiulſt before he left the chamber where-they were 
| aſſembled, glancedatthe-iniquity of his betrayer 
| in the gentleſt manner, and was ſatisfied. with 
| | ___- Adding him do quickly what he meant: but, 
* affected ar this conduct of the Savibur, he | 
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ext ito A gaden, where wren en 
therm all, excepting” Peter, James, | 
whom he took with him, he v Ex 
ſpace, and ſaying, he was ſorrowfal 
directed them to watch while be po med out 
his ſoul in ſupplica ar A ce 

from them, to which place he pointed. 
no doubt, they promiſed. 2 dee, 
- having reached the ſpot, fell proſtrate on h 

face, and prayed to his almighty father, ſaying, | 
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mere — hlt, At Butt labern us, 

-he — of bloed: in which condition 

| Eben from — 
Hr now nen ene, 250 came again 


9 bend, which be bad hardly men- 
tioned, but Iſcativt, With a multitulle came 
forward, and approaching ne" kiſſed him, 
A „ 1088 


ing him to ö then hg rieft: but © 
Peter, being accidentally mms witha Teen, 
and cut off the right ear of o one among We 1 2 
Jeſus Chriſt, however, 1 ů 2 
e wich Peter s zeal, reproved his raſhneſs, ang 7 
did one more miracle; zefore his death; a mi- 
racle that proved his mercy, notwithſtanding - 5 
he was ſeized on like a felon by the multitude; 
for he put forth his hand, 0 ne . 
ed perſon's ear. ; 2 
By this time they had reached e high . 
prieſt's palace, into which they entered; Peter | 
following at a diſtance, and tho coming in at 
laſt, yet not till he had tarried ſome ſhort time. 
without. Chriſt Jeſus being brought before the 
judgment ſeat of Caiaphas, the people, in whoſe 8 
cuſtody he was, blind- folded, e mots » 
him, ſaying: prophecy who -ſerved thee. 0 
and ſo: and Caiaphas beginning to interro- 
gate him, aſked if he pretended to be v. 1 
Chriſt, the ſon of God? To which, the 8a- 
viour making anſwer in the affirmative, he was 
commanded to the procurator, n Prog 3 
1251 ibould 
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* ſhould: try him for encro⸗ ching on che rights of * 
Cæſar, by aſſerting that himſelf was lawfully: a ; 
| to the Romans, hip Gd heh bow no 
man to death; but in the Roman law, the 3 "a 
niſhment was Lomas 5 reg g Tone 's 
Or Fes en e 
— To Pilate therfors IE was bent: "IE 50 7 
before, we ſhould have mentioned, Peter, in 
the high prieſt's palace, being alas: times 
| taxed with following Jeſus, was afraid; TY by. 
on which the cock, that had already-crowed, 
as Jeſus Chriſt forewarned him, crowed again. 
Remembering therefore what his maſter had 
out to weep. | This weeping was a-ſign of his 
repentance; and accordingly his crime was 
pardoned in God's ſight, whereas the treaſon of 
Iſcariot, for, hereafter we ſhall fee he was * | 
verely puniſhed for it, found no mercy. * 
| Jeſus being now before the TAP ſeat @f #: 
| Pilate, was accuſed: of ſtirring up the nation to 
- rebellion, Pilate conſcious of the people's envy. - 
in this matter, would have ſet him free; and 
after having unſucceſsfully employed all means 
to do ſo, thought he ſhould effect his purpoſe by | 
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acer; ſo "that as: «he ws. 
wiſhed 98 e eee, one Ba- 
rabbas, who! had been tried and caſt for murder 
in the city; and inſinuated, that whoever ſhonld- 
ſhow mercy to an enemy of Ceſar, was not - 
Cxæſar's friend. At chis inſinuation, Pilate 
was afraid of e nene ſo that leſt his loy=  _ 
alty ſhould be fuſpected, and his hopes of- 3 
ling to preferment checked, he gave up the Re- DB 
85 deemer to. their will, and he wg led. cel. £1) 
But relpeaing d hy pH gN —he, „ of as 
Jeſus was condemned, repenting of his we- 
chery, went out that inſtant and threw 
down, e the prieſts and elders, ch ia re- 
ward with which they had induced him to be- " 4 
tray the Saviour, ſaying: I have finned; and 
not receiving _ chan Nee their anſwer, 
hanged himſelf. e EN 
1 Se Was 1 0 his time A ucified 
dhe rulers, who were preſent at the exeeution, 
mocked him; and to aggravate the infamy . * 
che” air, had Brheves Abt eee factors 
ſhould be executed with him. In the midſt of 
al thoſe eee which, we muſt ſuppoſe, 
| prevailed. 
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A e aids his words, forgive | 
them for they know-not what they dot and juſt 
10 before he rendered up the ghoſt, complained 
that God appeared to have forſaken him; 
which having ſaid, he bowed himſelf, and re- 
mmene ng his departing ſoul to God, expired. 
The Jews, when they had thus fulfilled their 
malice, had -now-nothing left upon their hands 
except to guard againſt the poſſibility of his 
diſeiples coming in the night to ſteal away the 
body from the place where they ſhould bury it; 
for they remembered, he had often ſaid he was 
to riſe again. They went accordingly to Pi- 
late, and informed him ef their fears: but By: 
late anſwered, they themſelves might ſeta watch 
« in any manner they thought fit: they did ſo, 
and ſealed up the ſtone, which they had laid wh | 
on the place where he was buried. 
| And this, little children, is the hide; 
Thus was Chriſt Jeſus, the redeemer of man- 
kind, delivered, as the text expreſſes it, for 
our offences; and not only ours, but yours, as 
well; for tho' the aſſertion may appear a little 
Harſh, and ſeem to contradi& the almighty's 
peri ſtill muſt we inform "R_ that his juſ- 
tice 


; and "that waklag to this 


bim chan à child'of wrath. The death of Je- 
dus Chriſt has'cleariſed you. from that ſin you 
Were ar It, and God looks upon the 

to your- ſtate of childhood, 


har 1 at th titne you were not thought 
of, his abundant love ſupplied you with a Savi- - 
our ſeventeen hundred years ago, an 


plies you with an intérceſſor who is 


pleading for you. Oh my father,” ſuch may | 


ve ſuppoſe his ſupplication, for thoſe milli-- 
* ons that in former ages 
© unoffending lives, while they were hardly- 


breathing in the womb, While they were * 


hanging on the breaſt, or afterward While 
from their tenderneſs of underſtanding they 
e were totally incapable of actual ſin, thou haſt 
accepted, of thy grace; that facrifice T.offer- 


© ed up of my own: life for the iniquity. of all“ 
« mankind. Accept then of that ſacrifice, as 


«well. for thoſe Who are at preſent hardly 
breathing in the wotnb; or hanging on the- 
* or- from their tenderneſs of 9 
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 jaſtire; 5 We was, nor is, nor ever 
TY will be, in the world, a ſingle helpleſs in- 
5 fant born, with any other title appertaining to 5 


de of merit. Give him therefore 
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_ have laid down 8 
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« and grant, that, in no future period of their 


lives, they may incur the penalty by the 
ce commiſſion of that ſin, from which ſince 


7 they are now exempt, thou wouldſt- ee 
7 them, ſhould. they. die at: preſent, into thy 
| « abode of happineſs: and never may thoſe 
« little hands, on which thou lookeſt down with 
10 pleaſure, when they lift them up, and call 
« thee father, as thou art; be lifted- up to any 
«6 other N than TO heaven, and. aſter 56 
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